
 

Open 
Go around and let everyone answer... 
What top two rules do you have for yourself regarding how you treat others? 
 

DIG 
Read: Romans 13:8-10   8 Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love 
one another. If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s 
law.9 For the commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You must not mur-
der. You must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other such command-
ments—are summed up in this one commandment: “Love your neighbor as your-
self.” 10 Love does no wrong to others, so love fulfills the requirements of God’s law. 
(from New Living Translation) 

 Describe the love talked about here.  
  Compare it to the concept of love common in our world today. 
 
 How important is it to God that we live loving one another? 

What sins would not survive in a world where we truly loved one 
another? 

 
Read: Romans 13:11-13   11 This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; 
time is running out. Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first be-
lieved. 12 The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. So remove 
your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of right living. 13 Be-
cause we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. Don’t participate 
in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and im-
moral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 
 
 Why is loving one another a matter of urgency?   
 Why is how we live our lives anyone else’s business? 
 How does the way we live show whether we love others or not? 
  

APPLY 
Read: Romans 13:14   14 Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires. 
  
 What two practical aids for living the right kind of life are mentioned 
here? 
 Talk about what clothing ourselves with the presence of the Lord 

would look like. 
 How would this affect the way we live? 
 

 Do you believe it is possible for us to control the way we think? 
  How would controlling the way we think affect the way we live? 
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Leader 
Notes 

 
Lesson Series 
 
This lesson series examines the various 
themes from the book of Romans. 
 
Big Idea 
 
People who follow Jesus are challenged to 
imitate him in the way they love one an-
other. 
 
______________________________ 
 
Group Reminder 
 
A sense of safety and acceptance is one of 
the greatest values of a small group. Creat-
ing this atmosphere is the greatest chal-
lenge for a group leader, and it is the 
greatest gift that can be given to every par-
ticipant. 
 
Periodically remind people in the group 
that it is a safe place to share ideas, joys, 
and concerns. Make sure that every partici-
pant understands the need to maintain 
confidentiality of any personal information 
that is shared unless when harm to self or 
others is threatened.  
 
 


