
 

Open 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

What great and wise thoughts did you have as a child or teen that you 
no longer consider great and wise? 

 

DIG 
Paul reminds the church at Corinth that he kept it simple when he taught 
them back when they first came to faith in Christ Jesus. (See verse 2: “For I 
decided that while I was with you I would forget everything except Jesus 
Christ, the one who was crucified.”) Now he dives into deeper waters: 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-7   6 Yet when I am among mature believers, I do speak 

with words of wisdom, but not the kind of wisdom that belongs to this world or 
to the rulers of this world, who are soon forgotten. 7 No, the wisdom we speak of 
is the mystery of God —his plan that was previously hidden, even though he 
made it for our ultimate glory before the world began. 

 
How is the wisdom of the world different from the wisdom of God? 
 

What is this mystery of God, this plan he made before he even created the 
world? 

 

How do you know if you are maturing in your faith? 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 2:12-13   12 And we have received God’s Spirit (not the world’s 

spirit), so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us. 13 When we 
tell you these things, we do not use words that come from human wisdom. In-
stead, we speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to ex-
plain spiritual truths. 

 
How does God’s Spirit differ from the world’s spirit? 
 

How does what Paul says about God’s Spirit impact our confidence in God’s 
written word, the Bible? 

 

How does it impact our confidence in our own ability to understand it? 
 

APPLY 
Having God’s wisdom and God’s Spirit will make you different from people 

who belong to this world.  
How do you feel about that?  
How do you react when the world confronts your faith?  

 

What are some ways we can help each other grow in wisdom and in under-
standing of spiritual truths?  
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Big Idea 
 
Some people have difficulty defining the 
concept of maturity as a believer. Through-
out history, there has been widespread 
confusion about how to measure whether a 
person is growing spiritually. Use this study 
to help clarify whether every person in your 
group is growing spiritually or not. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
Balance in any group is important. Keep at-
tention to the study, to fun social interac-
tion, and to prayer. The easiest part to 
overlook in many groups is prayer. Be sure 
to take time at some point during your 
group time to pray. 
 
Be creative. Allow each person to give re-
quests. Or allow each person to say a 
prayer. Or ask each person to pray for the 
second person to their left. Or require that 
every prayer for one day focus only on 
praise.  
 
______________________________ 
 
Group Reminder 
 
Groups that stay healthy typically keep an 
outward focus, looking for other people to 
bless or to invite into the group. 
When weather is good, consider moving 
your group outdoors for a picnic or special 
event one day. Use it as an opportunity to 
invite friends or neighbors to simply have 
fun with your group members.  
 
 


