
 

OPEN 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

 
Explain a family tradition you experienced as a child that you hope will be 
carried on to future generations. 

DIG  
Read the following verses that describe a conflict between Jesus and some 
religious leaders. 

Matthew 15:1-2 “…Why do your disciples break the tradition…” 
 
What complaint did the leaders have? 
Why do you think it may have been so important to the leaders? 
 

Jesus talked to three groups about this conflict. Read what he said to each 
group… 
 
Jesus responded to the religious leaders. Read Matthew 15:3-9 

 
What complaint did Jesus have about these leaders? 
How would you describe their apparent relationship with God? 
 

Jesus responded to the crowd. Read Matthew 15:10-11 
 
What defense did Jesus give for what his disciples had done? 
 

Jesus responded to the disciples. Read Matthew 15:15-20 
 
How would you summarize the explanation Jesus gave about the prior-
ity of traditions? 
What is the difference in keeping religious rules and giving your heart 
completely to God? 
 

APPLY 
What traditions in your church might make it difficult for new people to feel 
at home there? 
What can you do to change some of these things? 

gr 
 
 
 
 

LEADER GUIDE | JUNE 2, 2019 

 

Leaders 

 
Sermon Series 
 

This discussion guide comes from the 
current lesson in a series from the 
Gospel of Matthew. This series fo-
cuses on Matthew’s message of es-
tablishing that Jesus is King over all.  
 
Big Idea 
 

This lesson focuses on the im-
portance of distinguishing human tra-
ditions from God’s expectations.  
 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 
Group Discussion Reminder 
 

Take time to schedule something fun 
for your group to do periodically. 
Summer is a great time for a special 
activity. Encourage every person to 
invite someone who is not a part of 
your group to join in the fun. Then en-
joy the spiritual conversations that 
come from this time together.  
 


