
 

 

OPEN 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

 

What story, movie, song, or book most impacted your perspective on  
      marriage as a child? 
 

DIG  
 
Read Matthew 19:1-3  

According to the question, what were these men most concerned 
about? What were they least concerned about? 
 

Read Matthew 19:4-6 
 

In a conversation like this, why is it necessary to go back to                  
the beginning? 
 
What do we learn about marriage from the beginning? 
 

Read Matthew 19:7-12 
 

Moses never commanded divorce; he permitted it.  
Why is that an important distinction? 
 
How does hard-heartedness (hard, violent, harsh, stern) affect our      
relationships? (including relationships outside of marriage) 
 
Do you think most people would respond to this teaching the way the 
disciples responded? Why or why not? 
 

(Note: By using the word “eunuch” Jesus is likely referring to people 
who are celibate for various reasons) 
 

APPLY 
What have you learned from your relationship experience that can help 
other group members love people better? 
 
Have all willing members pray for the promise of Ezekiel 36:26-27 
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Leaders 

 
Sermon Series 
 

This discussion guide comes from the 
current lesson in a series from the 
Gospel of Matthew. This series fo-
cuses on Matthew’s message that Je-
sus is King over all things.  
 
Big Idea 
 

This lesson from Matthew 19 focuses 
on Jesus’ truth-bearing response to a 
dishonest question about divorce.  

_____________________________ 
 
Sensitive Topic 
 

Any conversation about marriage and 
divorce is sensitive. This was a hot 
subject and a touchy topic in Jesus’ 
day and will continue to be such until 
he returns. Always allow for a “pass” 
in your group discussion and remem-
ber to emphasize God’s nature and 
design over our failures. Jesus didn’t 
come just to highlight our sins; he 
came to save us from them, too! 
 
Want to improve your 
marriage? 
 

Consider the following resources: 
 
 

Prayer and Pastoral Care – Shepherds 
Support- Group leader & ministers 
Counseling- Nathan Jernigan 
Healing- Celebrate Recovery 
Marriage Seminar- July 29 at East 
Campus 
 
 
 


