
 

OPEN 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

Imagine that a high school senior asked you, “What is the best way to pre-
pare for future work as a minister?” What would you recommend? 

DIG  
Jesus had not graduated from an official religious training program before 
he started teaching. So, some jealous religious leaders tried to trap Jesus 
by asking where he got the authority to teach on spiritual things. In re-
sponse, he told a story about a man with two children. 
 
Read the story from: Matthew 21:28-32  

“…There was a man with two son. He went to the first…” 
 

What was the father’s request? (verse 28) 
How did each of the two children respond to the request? (verses 29-30) 
 
What happened in your own family when one of your parents or guardians 

gave you a similar request? 
 
Why do you think Jesus mentioned tax collectors and sinners? (verse 31) 
 
Why did Jesus say that tax collectors and sinners were entering God’s king-

dom ahead of the religious leaders? (verse 31) If you were to re-word 
this verse for someone in our city today, what would it say? 

 
In the final words of the explanation of this parable, what did Jesus expect 
the hypocritical religious leaders to do? (verse 32) 
 
Imagine that a teenager asked you, “What is the best way to prepare for fu-
ture work as a minister?” Specifically using this parable about the two chil-
dren, what would you recommend? 

 

APPLY 
Which child’s story in the parable is most like the spiritual story of your own 
life? 

 
What command of Christ have you been neglecting that you still need to 
obey? 
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Leaders 

 
Sermon Series 
 

This discussion guide comes from the 
current lesson in a series from the 
Gospel of Matthew. This series fo-
cuses on Matthew’s message that Je-
sus is King over all things.  
 
Big Idea 
 

This lesson from Matthew 21 shows 
how the most unexpected, ordinary 
people sometimes respond better to 
the essential message of the gospel 
better than people who are trained as 
religious leaders.  
 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 
Group Discussion Reminder 
 

One important value of group minis-
try is building relationships. However, 
the greater value is to stimulate open 
spiritual conversations as relation-
ships grow. Encourage group partici-
pants to include spiritual conversa-
tions and questions as they interact 
with one another. 


