
 

OPEN 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

How would you define the word “hypocrisy”? 
Give an example any time you were frustrated by an example of hypocrisy. 

DIG  
Jesus eagerly wants every person to grow closer to God. In his teaching, he 
warned against following people who might draw you away from God, re-
gardless of their titles as spiritual leaders. 
 
Read one of his warnings from: Matthew 23:1-7  “…do not do what they 
do, for they do not practice what they preach…” 

 
What basic problems did Jesus identify in the way religious teachers 
and leaders were teaching people? 
 
What examples in this passage were specific to Jewish culture in the 
time of Jesus?  

Give several examples of similar hypocrisy in today’s world. 
 
What impact have you seen this kind of hypocritical behavior have on 
spiritually disconnected people? 
What impact has it had on your own life? 

 
Read the following verses to see how Jesus says we should teach others: 
Matthew 23:8-12  “…the greatest among you will be your servant…” 

 
What titles did Jesus ask his followers to avoid?  

Why do you think Jesus asked this? 
In what other ways do the same attitudes show up today? 
 

In these verses, Jesus gave basic principles to help avoid spiritual hy-
pocrisy. How would you summarize these instructions? 
 

APPLY 
What holds you back from helping other people to grow spiritually? 
 
In what specific ways can the group pray for your example to improve so 
you can practice what you would like to see “preached”? 
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Leaders 

 
Sermon Series 
 

This discussion guide comes from the 
current lesson in a series from the 
Gospel of Matthew. This series fo-
cuses on Matthew’s message that Je-
sus is King over all things.  
 
Big Idea 
 

This lesson from Matthew 23 shows 
how much easier it is to give spiritual 
advice than it is to model spiritual 
commitment. Make a decision to help 
others grow spiritually, but always 
with a spirit of humility making sure 
you are growing as well. 
 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 
Group Discussion Reminder 
 

As group members become more fa-
miliar with one another, it is easy for 
group meetings to drift into only a 
time to visit without giving emphasis 
to the Bible study. Leaders must 
watch the clock, or set a timer, to 
make sure the study portion gets 
started on time. If members are not 
challenged to apply the scriptures to 
their lives, there is no advantage to 
being in a spiritually-focused group. 
Make sure there is a balance of fun, 
fellowship, prayer, and application-
based Bible study. 


