
 

OPEN 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

Describe circumstances during your life when have you have separated 
good things from bad, or fresh from spoiled, or clean from dirty, etc.? 

DIG  
Jesus told several parables about how to live in expectation of judgment at 
the end of time. Read the first verses of one of these parables from 
Matthew 25:31-36  “When the Son of Man comes in his glory…” 

 
From these verses, describe what will happen when Christ returns at 
the end of time? 
 
If you have read other parts of the Bible, how would you explain that 
this parable does not declare that people are saved only by their 
“good works”?  
How do the “works” of this parable represent other expectations Christ 
has for his followers? 
Exactly what is the gospel message about how people are saved? 
 

Read the following verses and look for the attitude of people who were 
committed to following Christ:  
Matthew 25:37-40 “Then the righteous will answer him…” 
 

Why were the people so surprised at the way they had been honored? 
 
How would your behavior change if you treated each person as he or 
she were Jesus? 
 

Read the following verses and look for the attitude of people who rejected 
Christ: Matthew 25:41-46 “Then he will say to those on his left…” 
 

What was similar between the “sheep” and the “goats” in the parable? 

APPLY 
What feelings do you have when you imagine the day that you will 
stand before Christ when he returns? 
 
Pray for every person in the group to develop a strong sense of joy in 
anticipation of the Day of Judgment. Share any specific ways the group 
can pray for you to feel more prepared for that day. 
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Leaders 

 
Sermon Series 
 

This discussion guide comes from the 
current lesson in a series from the 
Gospel of Matthew. This series fo-
cuses on Matthew’s message that Je-
sus is King over all things.  
 
 
Big Idea 
 

This lesson from Matthew 25 shows 
how important it is to demonstrate 
compassionate love to other people. 
Remember that the way you treat oth-
ers becomes a natural sign of your 
commitment to follow Jesus. 
 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 
Group Discussion Reminder 
 

Group ministry is important because 
life is impacted more when people sit 
in circles than in rows. Instinctive 
sharing, caring, and accountability 
become natural in most groups. En-
courage people to sit in a way that 
they can see and interact naturally 
with others in the group. Then en-
courage every person to participate 
as much as they feel comfortable do-
ing so. 


