
 

 

OPEN 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

What is the most amazing example of construction ruins that you have ever 
seen in person? How did you feel when you saw or examined it? 

 

DIG  
When Jewish exiles returned from exile, they intended to focus on spiritual priorities, 
but got distracted. Their spiritual values were symbolized by the temple that had 
been forgotten. Notice how the prophet Haggai encouraged and inspired the people 
to honor God in the following passage. 
Read HAGGAI 2:3-5   “3 ‘Does anyone remember this house—this Temple—in its 

former splendor? How, in comparison, does it look to you now? It must seem like 
nothing at all! 4 But now the Lord says: Be strong, Zerubbabel. Be strong, Jeshua 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people still left in the land. 
And now get to work, for I am with you, says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 5 My 
Spirit remains among you, just as I promised when you came out of Egypt. So do 
not be afraid.’ (NLT) 
 

How do you think the people felt when they saw the broken down temple? 
What does the Lord seem to be asking these people to do, and why? 
 
What gives you courage to continue when a dream or project of yours is stalled? 

 
Read HAGGAI 2:6-9   6 “For this is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: In just a 

little while I will again shake the heavens and the earth, the oceans and the dry 
land. 7 I will shake all the nations, and the treasures of all the nations will be 
brought to this Temple. I will fill this place with glory, says the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies. 9 The future glory of this Temple will be greater than its past glory, says 
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. And in this place I will bring peace. I, the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies, have spoken!””(NLT) 

 
What does this passage say to people who are afraid of the future or feel like 

giving up? 
 
From your group’s knowledge of history, in what ways would you say the 

glory of God’s temple became greater after the Jewish exile?  
 
Peace was the one important priority God promised to bring to the new 

temple. Why was peace important for the people who heard this 
message the first time, and for you now? 

 

APPLY 
What one thing do you desire to be a high priority in the future…  

 for your church? 
 for your own life? 
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Series  
 

This discussion guide is based on a 
sermon in a series called “The Church 
from House to House.”  
 
Big Idea 
 

This lesson helps focus on spiritual 
priorities of life.  
 
Prayer 
 

Pray for every person in your group 
to clarify priorities wisely during 
periods when life circumstances 
change. 
 

_____________________________ 
 
Group Leadership 
 

Groups tend to be more fun when 
most people participate. However, 
it’s natural for a few to talk and others 
to remain quiet during any meeting. 
Leaders should balance the flow of 
group discussion in a way that allows 
people to be quiet if they prefer, but 
makes sure every person is given an 
opportunity to participate. Asking 
people by name to answer specific 
questions gently makes sure that 
everyone has a chance to talk. Avoid 
using this technique for every 
question, but try it regularly on the 
first opening question and the last 
application question.  
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