
 

 

OPEN 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

Describe a time when you have felt that you were treated unfairly. 
How did it make you feel? 
 

DIG  
Read LUKE 4:16-19 

16 When [Jesus] came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he went as usual to the 
synagogue on the Sabbath and stood up to read the Scriptures. 17 The scroll of Isaiah the 
prophet was handed to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where this was 
written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released,   that the blind will see, that 
the oppressed will be set free, 19 and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.” (NLT) 
 

This prophecy promises “good news” to people who are poor, blind or 
oppressed? What good news, or best news, would such a person hope for? 
 
Where have you seen the most number of people who were physically poor, 
blind or oppressed? 
 
When have you felt most oppressed? 
 
The message was that the “time of the Lord’s favor has come.”  
In what ways have you felt the “favor of the Lord” on your own life?  
 
The prophecy has a both a physical and a spiritual fulfillment. When have you 
seen many people who were spiritually poor, captives, blind or oppressed? 
 
Read LUKE 4:20-21 

20 He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down. All eyes in the 
synagogue looked at him intently. 21 Then he began to speak to them. “The Scripture 
you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!” 

 
Jesus claimed that this prophecy from the Old Testament was being fulfilled 
through his life. Tell about some person you have seen act in the name of 
Jesus to offer hope and acceptance to person who felt oppressed. 

 
One way Jesus offered hope was to be a friend to people who were very 
different from himself. This gained him the reputation of being a “friend of 
sinners” (Luke 7:34). 
Tell about some friend in your life who was extremely different from you.  
 

APPLY 
What practical ways can you offer hope in a world of injustice this week? 
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Sermon  
 

This discussion guide is based on a 
sermon about reconciliation and 
justice. The human story is full of 
struggles with inequality and 
injustice. 
 
 
Big Idea 
 

This lesson is a reminder that we fulfill 
the mission of Jesus, which included 
offering hope to people who felt 
oppressed. 
 
 
Prayer 
 

Pray for every person in your group 
to reflect the spirit of Christ in all 
interactions with other people. 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 
Group Leadership 
 

Serving other people is a great way 
to bless others in the name of Christ. 
Find some simple way that your 
group can help another person to 
give hope in times of uncertainty.   
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