
 

 

OPEN 
Go around and let everyone answer... 
 

If you could resurrect any one of your deceased relatives or friends to be 
alive for one day, who would you like to call back and why? 

 

DIG  
The earliest churches had some confusion about what happens after death.  
Read 1 CORINTHIANS 15:12-19 to see what Paul the Apostle said about this. 

12 But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from the dead, why are some of you 
saying there will be no resurrection of the dead? 13 For if there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then Christ has not been raised either. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then all 
our preaching is useless, and your faith is useless. 15 And we apostles would all be lying 
about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from the grave. But that can’t be true if 
there is no resurrection of the dead. 16 And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
Christ has not been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless 
and you are still guilty of your sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are 
lost! 19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in 
the world. (NLT) 
 

What incorrect teaching had been spread among believers in Corinth? 
 
Why did Paul say that our faith is worthless if Christ had not been raised? 
 
In what ways would you compare the value of Christianity in this life with the 
value of Christianity after this life? Which is most attractive to you? 
 
Read 1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-23  

20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all 
who have died. 21 So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the 
resurrection from the dead has begun through another man. 22 Just as everyone dies 
because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new life. 23 
But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; then all 
who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back. (NLT) 

 
What gives you confidence that the apostles were truthful about seeing 
Jesus alive after he had been executed?  
 
What gives you confidence that you really will have a new eternal life? 
 
If a person does not believe in a resurrection, how does it typically impact 
the way he or she lives?  
 

APPLY 
Do you expect to be happy or sad when Jesus comes back? Why? 
 
In your everyday life, what hope does the resurrection of Jesus provide? 
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Series  
 

This discussion guide is based on a 
sermon in a series called “This is My 
Story.” It is an overview of the entire 
message of Scriptures, showing how 
that message is relevant to your life. 
 
Big Idea 
 

This lesson highlights how important 
it is that Jesus Christ rose from death. 
 
Prayer 
 

Pray for people who are unsure about 
their own future resurrection.  
 

_____________________________ 
 
Group Leadership 
 

Most people grow spiritually when 
they are around others who are 
seeking to grow also. However, it is 
easy for a regular attender in your 
group to slip away when rhythms of 
life change. At this time of year, pay 
special attention to those who are not 
participating regularly. Contact them, 
or ask others in the group to contact 
them and find out how your group 
can pray or help the person with 
special needs.  
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