
 

 

DISCUSSION GUIDE 
NOVEMBER 20, 2022 

Dive In 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

What is your favorite part of a wedding ceremony?  The wedding is the 
birth of a new family.  What expectations do you have of your spouse and 
your families?  Do you expect the same of yourself? 

Dig Deep  
Read Scripture: Ruth 1:6-18 

6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing 
food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With 
her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the 
road that would take them back to the land of Judah. 8 Then Naomi said to her two 
daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the LORD show you 
kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me. 9 May the LORD 
grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.” Then she kissed 
them goodbye, and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go back with you to your 
people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? 
Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my 
daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for 
me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons—13 would you wait until 
they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter 
for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand has turned against me!” 14 At this they wept 
aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her 
15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back 
with her.” 16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where 
you go, I will go, and where you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my people and your 
God my God. 17 Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with 
me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized 
that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.  

 
• Discuss verse 6 when “the Lord had come to the aid of his people by 

providing food for them.”  Is this an example of God’s perfect timing?  

• Why did Naomi tell her daughters-in-law to return to their homes and 
find new husbands?  Discuss reasons that might have led to Naomi 
feeling that her situation was “more bitter” than her daughters-in-law’s 
situation. 

• Why do you think Ruth chose to stay with Naomi and Orpah chose to go 
back home? 

Do Big 

• Who in your life have you made a strong commitment of loyalty to?  How 
is this commitment lived out with the goal of becoming more like Christ? 

• Do you struggle with making and keeping commitments? Why or why 
not? 

 

 

 

LEADERS 

Read Ruth 1 - 4  

Background: 
The Hebrew word “hesed,” translated in 
verse 8 as “kindness”, is most often used 
to describe the loyal, unfailing love of 
Yahweh towards his creation.  So here 
Naomi likens the loyalty her daughters-in-
law had shown to her sons & their family 
to God’s faithfulness.   

In verse 14, the word “clung” is the same 
word in Hebrew that is translated “united” 
in Genesis 2:24 “That is why a man leaves 
his father and mother and is united to his 
wife, and they become one flesh.” 

Key Thoughts 

Ruth’s choice to turn away from her 
home country & its idol worship in 
order to go with Naomi to Bethlehem 
and worship the God Yahweh 
illustrates the choice of a new believer 
choosing Jesus Christ.  We give up our 
old lives and follow Jesus to begin a 
new life. 

Challenge 

Does knowing the commitment Ruth 
made to Naomi in verses 16-17 is used 
in wedding vows change your 
understanding of marriage?  Compare 
this to the commitment between 
Jonathan & David in 1 Samuel 18:1-4. 
Also Proverbs 18: 24 “...there is a 
friend who sticks closer than a 
brother.” 

Weekly Memory Verse 
“17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!” 

                              2 Corinthians 5:17 
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