
 

 

DISCUSSION GUIDE 
JANUARY 1, 2023 

Dive In 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

Share your experience with discipling, either as a person being discipled or 
as a person discipling someone else.  Maybe you worked as an apprentice 
to learn a trade.  Maybe someone taught you a skill that has served you 
over time.  Or perhaps you were assigned a mentor to guide you in your 
career.   Include the person or persons currently influencing you along 
your spiritual journey.   

Dig Deep  
Read Scripture: Colossians 1: 1 - 2 

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our 
brother, 2 To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and 
sisters in Christ:   Grace and peace to you from God our Father.” 

 

• Why does Paul tell us he is an apostle of Christ?  What are the 
requirements to be called an apostle of Christ?  What qualifies Paul? 

• What do you know about Timothy?  (Acts 16:1, 1 Cor. 4:17, Phil. 2:22,     
1 Tim 1:2) 

• What do you think makes the people “holy” at the church in Colossae?  

• Discuss the definitions of grace & peace.  Why do you think Paul uses this 
expression so often in his letters.  Does God always give “grace and 
peace” together?  Do you think there’s a significance to the order that 
grace is before peace?  Is there anything in life you could face that would 
not be helped by having grace and peace? 

Do Big 

• Can you find apostles or a similar term in the Old Testament?  
• The ESV uses “saints” in verse 2 instead of “God’s holy people.”  The 

word in Greek is “hagios”, which means “dedicated to God, holy, sacred, 
or set apart.” Is this a term that should be applicable to all members of a 
church? 

• Discuss Paul’s instruction to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15 quoted below, 
and how this might apply to all of us:  

 

“15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly 

handles the word of truth.” 

 

 

 

 

LEADERS 

Read Colossians 1-4  

Background: 

Colossae is located in modern day 
Turkey, about 100 miles East of 
Ephesus.  This is one of 4 “Prison 
Letters,” along with Ephesians, 
Philippians, & Philemon that Paul 
wrote to believers when he was in 
prison, probably in Rome.   

Key Thoughts 

These two verses introduce Paul to 
the church at Colossae which he had 
apparently never visited.  Paul calls 
himself an “apostle” to establish his 
authority to speak for God.  Timothy 
was a younger disciple of Paul’s who 
became like a son to him.  Paul calls 
the Colossian Christians “holy people” 
and “faithful brothers and sisters in 
Christ.”   

Challenge 

Paul was challenged during his 
lifetime because he taught that 
Gentiles didn’t need to convert to 
Judaism (Acts 15:1).  What are some 
reasons Paul’s teaching are challenged 
by Christians today? 

Weekly Memory Verse 

“Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ 
Jesus, To all God’s holy people in 
Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with 
the overseers and deacons: Grace and 
peace to you from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
                          Philippians 1:1-2 
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