
 

 

DISCUSSION GUIDE 
JANUARY 8, 2023 

Dive In 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

If Paul were alive today, do you think he would be active on social media?  
If so, which platform would be his favorite: Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, 
Pinterest, Snapchat, Twitter, TikTok, Reddit, or another? 

Dig Deep  
Read Scripture: Colossians 1:3-8 

“3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 

for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 

love you have for all God’s people—5 the faith and love that spring from 

the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already 

heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same 

way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—

just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly 

understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow 

servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also 

told us of your love in the Spirit.” 

 
• Why do you think Paul begins the body of this letter with thankfulness 

for the Colossians? 

• What had Paul heard about the Colossians?  Since Paul had not actually 
been to Colossae, how did he know about them?  If gossip is talking 
about someone who is not present, how is this different from listening to 
gossip. 

• Discuss how faith & love “spring from” hope.  In what specifically must 
one’s hope be in to produce faith & love? 

• What did Paul mean that their hope was stored up in heaven? 

• Verse 6 talks about the gospel bearing fruit & growing throughout the 
whole world.  Define “gospel.”  Where had the gospel spread at the time 
this letter was written? Has it reached the “whole” world yet?  What is 
the fruit of the gospel? 

• What do you understand about God’s grace?  How does it work? 

Do Big 

• Since making disciples is a command from Christ Jesus (Matthew 28:19), 
why do some Christians find it hard to do?  If our faith in Christ is big 
enough, won’t we naturally desire to make disciples for Christ?  The Holy 
Spirit empowers us to show love to others and disciple them to the 
degree our faith in Christ is strong.  Do you doubt that God through His 
Word can change you or change others?  How can you strengthen your 
faith to remove all doubt? 

 

 

 

 

LEADERS 

Read Colossians 1-4  

Background: 

Paul is thankful for the church in 
Colossae and mentions the gospel that 
was shared with them by Epaphras.  
Epaphras was apparently a disciple of 
Paul’s who founded and ministered to 
the Colossian church.  He also served 
as a messenger to Paul. 

Key Thoughts 

Faith = pistis, strong confidence in, 
trust & reliance upon Christ Jesus 

Love = agape, the highest form of 
love, unconditional and selfless care 
and affection for another 

Hope = elpis, looking forward to 
something with confidence because it 
is rooted in God’s promises. 

Challenge 

Journal about the devil’s technique of 
redefining the Biblical concepts of 
Faith, Love, and Hope.   What does the 
world want you to have hope in?  How 
do you keep believing the truth and 
protect yourself so that you do not fall 
for the enemy’s lies? 

Weekly Memory Verse 

“So, my brothers and sisters, you also 
died to the law through the body of 
Christ, that you might belong to 
another, to him who was raised from 
the dead, in order that we might bear 
fruit for God.” 

                                    Romans 7:4 
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