
 

 

DISCUSSION GUIDE 
JANUARY 15, 2023 

Dive In 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

Do you prefer to pray aloud or silently?  Do you have a scheduled time 
and/or preferred place for prayer?  Do you keep a prayer journal or other 
records of your prayers?  What are your thoughts as you listen to 
someone else pray? 

Dig Deep  
Read Scripture: Colossians 1: 9 - 14 

“9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of 
his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 
10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 
11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that 
you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to 
the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy 
people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion 
of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 
 

• When & how often do you think Paul prays for the Colossians.  What is 
his prayer for them?    

• Why do we need both wisdom and understanding?  How can you have 
one without the other? 

• What does Paul say would indicate you were living a worthy life that 
pleases God?   

• How has God “qualified” us to receive the inheritance given to the 
kingdom of light? 

• Describe the “kingdom of light” and the “dominion of darkness.”  
Compare the characteristics of each kingdom.   

• Why do we need rescuing? Why doesn’t everyone want to be rescued? 
• How does Paul define redemption in verse 14?  How does this save us? 

 

Do Big 
• What spiritual practices might help you obtain more knowledge 

and understanding of God and his will? 
• What do you think is the best way to get to know God? 
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LEADERS 

Read Colossians 1 - 4  

Background: 
Paul wrote this letter to help the 
church at Colossae stay strong and 
fight against false teaching.  These 
verses begin building a strong 
foundation of knowing each member 
of the Trinity and the truth each 
provides.  This will help the Colossians 
and all of us to recognize the darkness 
of false teachers. 

Key Thoughts 
Paul says God is the source of 
knowledge, wisdom & understanding.  
God gives us power, endurance & 
patience.  God qualifies us, rescues us, 
and brings us into the kingdom of 
light.  What do we have to do? 

Challenge 
Paul, in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, says to 
give thanks in all circumstances. Here, 
Colossians 1:12 says to give joyful 
thanks.  Is joy possible in all 
circumstances? 

Weekly Memory Verse 
“Therefore, since we have been 
justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have 
gained access by faith into this grace 
in which we now stand. And we boast 
in the hope of the glory of God.” 
                        Romans 5: 1 - 2 


