
 

 

DISCUSSION GUIDE 
MARCH 19, 2023 

Dive In 
Go around and let everyone answer... 

Do you think the breakdown of the family is one of the biggest social 
issues we face today? Why or why not? 

 

Dig Deep  
Read Scripture: Colossians 3:18-21 

“18 Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, 
obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do 
not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.” 

• Why do you think there is so much controversy surrounding wives 
being submissive to their husbands? How has our culture 
influenced our views? 
 

o Discuss positive, practical ways that wives show submission 
of their husband? 
 

o What is the husband’s role and responsibility in the 
marriage relationship? 

 
o Why is mutual submission important? 

 

• Unruly or disobedient children can cause chaos within the family.  
 

o What is the role of parents to train their children to please 
the Lord in all things including obedience?  
 

o Can parents be a hinderance to their children’s spiritual 
growth? How so? 

Do Big 

• Consider your current living situation even if it is not specifically 
addressed in these four verses.  What ways can you put the virtues 
of submission, acceptance, love, obedience, and encouragement 
into practice in your home? 

 

 

 

 

LEADERS 

Read Colossians 3:18-21 

 

Background: 

The ethical virtues discussed in 
the previous verses apply to the 
Christian community including 
husband/wife, parent/child. 
These verses address more 
specific principles that affect the 
nuclear family unit.  

 

Key Thoughts 

Selfishness is a key factor in 
creating a dysfunctional 
household. Agape love puts the 
needs and wellbeing of others 
above our own. Everyone has the 
responsibility to show that kind 
of love. 

 

Challenge 

Think about who I need to put 
first this week…how will you live 
this out? 

 

Weekly Memory Verse 
“21 Submit to one another out of 
reverence for Christ.” 

                 Ephesians 5:21 
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