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INTRODUCTION

Everything is spiritual. 

Nothing is as important as understanding the spiritual dimension of the world. We are, 
after all, profoundly spiritual beings, and the most important interactions we’ll ever have 
are spiritual interactions. But this raises big questions:

• What do we mean by the word “spirit?”

• Just where are spirits, anyway?

• What are angels, and should we expect to see them?

• Are demons real? Do they possess people today?

• What does it mean to have the Holy Spirit?

• How does the devil work today? What is evil?

These questions are important to anyone who believes in God, since God is a spirit, and 
He created a world full of spirits. Furthermore, whether we know it or not, we interact every 
day with these spirits. They guard us, lead us, encourage us, influence us, and shape us. 
They can tempt us, accuse us, oppress us, and even destroy us. 

Unfortunately, Westerners have largely lost a sense of the work of spirits, replacing it 
with a materialistic view of the world. How do we recover a sense of the work of spirits so 
we can avoid the destructive work of evil spirits and live fully aware of what God, the Spirit, 
wants for us?

These notes seek to answer those questions. 

These notes started out as a series of sermons in the fall of 2022 at my church, and one 
can still watch the sermons at the North Boulevard website. 

My prayer is that these notes will stir you to open your spirit to God, to see the legions of 
angels surrounding you, to walk in step with the Holy Spirit, and to find your spirit eventu-
ally soaring to the very throne room of God.

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you 

can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms”

EPHESIANS 6:10-12
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I have a missionary friend who works in Muslim countries. Oftentimes he has to work in 
clandestine ways because of opposition and danger. He once told me of a church planter, 
trained by him, who went into a solidly Muslim area with his young family. The first few 
months they were there, they were so anxious about hostility that they did little more than 
sit in the house, open the window and pray to God. The community largely left them alone 
but could not fail to see that he was a man of prayer. 

After several months there, he received a knock on the door. It was a neighbor. The 
neighbor explained that his son had a demon, and the night before he had had a dream in 
which an angel appeared and told him that if he asked this missionary neighbor to pray, his 
son would be healed of the demon. So, he asked, 
“Will you come pray for my son?”

The Christian did so. And the demon left the 
boy. Soon, the entire village was bringing its sick 
and its demonic. And the Christian missionary 
prayed over them. And within a few months, the 
whole village was baptized.

I start this series here: Do you believe this sto-
ry? Is this a story that the West finds credible? Does 
God communicate through dreams? Are people 
are possessed by demons? Do we still have the 
power to drive out demons in the name of Jesus?

These companion notes and the sermon series they represent are intended to answer 
these kinds of questions. But even more so, these notes are intended to train us for the spir-
itual war in which we find ourselves.

Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor describes the last five centuries of history in west-
ern civilization as the loss of the sense of transcendence—the loss of the sense that spiritual 
beings exist and that they interact every day within our lives. In most places, and in most 
of human history, you could not reasonably choose not to believe in some sort of spirit or 
divinity because you experienced them all the time. So, what made the West head in the 
opposite direction, so much so that today even Christians sometimes struggle to believe 
in spirits?

Those who are in the 
realm of the flesh cannot 
please God. You, however, 
are not in the realm of the 
flesh but are in the realm 
of the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God lives in you. 

ROMANS 8:8-9

CHAPTER 1
Re-enchanting the Universe
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A clue to what has gone wrong in the last 500 years of Western Christianity can be found 
in 2 Kings 6:15-18. There, the Assyrian king has come to capture Elisha, his Jewish enemy. 
The king sends a battalion of soldiers who surround Elisha’s home. Elisha’s servant starts to 
panic. In response, Elisha prays, and his prayer is the prayer that I have for you in this series.

Elisha prays that the Lord would open the eyes of his servant so that his servant could 
see that the armies of God are already surrounding Elisha’s house. Elisha’s prayer is my 
prayer: that the Lord would open our eyes so we can see the spiritual battle in which we find 
ourselves, and that we would see the angels, cherubs, demons and others spiritual beings 
already all around us. For we are in a great spiritual battle, and this battle can only be won 
when we are aware of the spiritual powers around us and when we choose to align with the 
spiritual forces of good over those of evil.

As we begin, we seek to answer three questions: What is a spirit? What do spirits do? And 
why does it matter?

WHAT IS A SPIRIT?
The English word spirit can refer to any number of things and has multiple definitions. It 

can speak of someone’s mood, of the distillation of alcohol, of a deep attitude, or of a sense 
of camaraderie that people might share.

But originally, the word spirit referred to a non-physical personal being who has a mind 
and a will; who has desires and who has the ability to act on them; who has a personality. 
Because they are non-physical, spirits inhabit a different realm than do humans, though 
they often interact with the physical, and can even take on physical forms.

It should not strike us as odd to believe in beings occupying different dimensions than 
we do. After all, physicists suggest that our universe began with no fewer than 10 dimen-
sions. So, though we humans only experience three spatial dimensions (height, depth, and 
length) as well as the dimension of time, we are certainly aware of the fact that there are 
dimensions all around us that we may not experience through our senses.

To help conceptualize this, 
imagine that you were a two-di-
mensional human. You only had 
two dimensions: frontward and 
sideward. You could see anything 
in front of you, and you could see 
anything to the side of you, but 
you could not see anything above 
you—you did not have that dimen-
sion—no matter how close to you 
it is. Now imagine that someone 
lived just above you in the dimen-

If you lived in a 2-dimensional world, heaven could  
be right above, and you wouldn’t know it.
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sion of height. You would have no way of knowing about it unless they intersected with 
your world. They are just as real as you are, but they occupy a dimension that you do not 
knowingly inhabit.

Whether we know it or not, spiritual beings live in another dimension right alongside us 
and they interact with our physical world all the time. But in recent years, Westerners have 
been taught not to see these interactions; we’ve been taught to deny them. As a result, many 
of us have doubts about the work of spirits, or even their existence, even as they dominate 
the physical world in which we live. We must recover a spiritual view of the universe if we 
are to live as Christians. 

We must re-enchant the universe.

Let me give two more illustrations of how 
spirits can be all around us and we not know it. 
At any given moment, numerous pieces of mu-
sic are passing through your body at the speed 
of light. Literally scores of songs are all around 
you right now, but you don’t know it, because 
your body doesn’t pick up the electromagnetic 
waves on which the music is traveling. But if you 
get a transistor radio and tune it in to a local sta-
tion, you will suddenly discover that the music 
was already there all around you. All you need-
ed to do was to tune into it.

In the same way, all around us are the work 
of spirits. And if we’re not looking, we simply 
don’t see them because we’re not attuned to 
them in the modern world. But if we will open 
our eyes and attune ourselves to them, we will 
see that spirits are all around us doing all sorts 
of things. 

A second example is drawn from John 3:7-8. 
There Jesus explains that the spirit is analogous 
to the wind. That’s not a coincidental analo-
gy because the word spirit is connected to the 
word wind in both the Hebrew language and in 
the Greek language. Jesus explains that we see 
the effects of the wind, such as in the damage 
done by tornadoes and hurricanes, or  when we 
feel the cooling breeze of the evening. But we 
don’t actually see the wind—not the actual wind. We only see its effects.

Music is all around us, but you can’t hear 
it if you don’t tune in.

Though you can’t see the wind, you 
know it’s real by its effects.
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In a similar way, spirits constantly affect our world, but unless we’re looking we won’t ac-
tually see them, and we will mistakenly attribute these effects to mere physics, even though 
there are spirits behind them. Not being able to see spirits doesn’t mean they are not real. 
It only means that their reality is supernatural. That is, it’s above nature; beyond physics, 
though interacting with physics.

WHAT DO THE SPIRITS DO?
From cover to cover, the Bible gives a rich description of things that spirits do. It’s puz-

zling that many of us don’t see the work of spirits in our world, especially since spirits are 
on virtually every page, in virtually every chapter, and in virtually in every paragraph of 
the Bible.

Let’s do a quick summary of what Scripture says spirits do.

1. They serve. All spirits were created by God for God’s service. That is, God created the 
thousands upon thousands of spirits who exist simply to serve God. In the same way 
that a President will have an entire federal bureaucracy to carry out his mandates, 
God has an entire bureaucracy of administrators. As we will see in subsequent les-
sons, all spirits started out as good servants of God: what we call angels, cherubim, 
seraphim, and the like. But some rebelled and choose to leave their station. These 
we refer to as the devil, demons, spiritual rulers and authorities in dark places. Ephe-
sians 6:10-20 speaks of these dark forces, as do many other scriptures.

2. They govern. God created angels in order to oversee God’s administration of every 
corner of the universe; this is hinted at in Matthew 13:49-50. There is no corner of the 
universe that is not inhabited by spirits, whether good or evil. In their various loca-
tions, these spirits interact with creation to bring about the will of God, or, if they are 
evil, to attempt to thwart that will. 

3. They communicate. Good spirits communicate the will of God. The primary way 
that they do this is through the written Word of God. This is one of the fundamental 
roles of the Holy Spirit, who inspired the Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16-27; 2 Peter 1:20-
21). The written scriptures are perfect and give us the perfect revelation of God. But 
angels also move our hearts, speak “mind-to-mind” to our thoughts, encourage, lift 
up, and point us towards obedience to the will of God. Evil spirits also communicate 
with us, typically “mind-to-mind.” They do this by perverting truth, by enticing us to 
do the wrong, by rationalizing, tempting, and accusing. Note that the work of both 
good and bad spirits centers on the mind—that non-physical part of you that con-
trols all else.

4. Good spirits protect and defend. Angels serve as defenders and protectors, rep-
resentatives and ambassadors of humans (Daniel 12:1; Acts 12:15; Hebrews 1:14). 
They typically do this behind the scenes, in ways that are unseen by us (which is why 
we must treat everyone well—you never know who might be an angel—Hebrews 
13:2). But occasionally they break into physics and even show themselves.
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5. Evil spirits tempt, attack, and accuse. We’ll discuss how evil spirits do their work in 
later lessons. Suffice it to say here that evil spirits do the opposite of what good spirits 
do: out of jealousy and pride, they try to enslave us, capture our minds, and lure us 
away from God. On occasion, they might afflict us with a physical “thorn in the flesh” 
(2 Cor. 12:7). They can even enter our bodies, if we make certain deals or agreements 
with the devil.

WHY DOES IT MATTER THAT WE RECOVER  
A ROBUST VIEW OF SPIRITS?

We Christians are facing the fight of our lives in the U.S. The secular culture around us is 
quickly turning against us. In the face of hostility, it would be easy to become discouraged 
and lose sight of the spiritual reality behind the hostility we face. The book of Revelation 
was written to people in a similar, but worse, situation. And a central message of that book 
is that the battle is actually spiritual, and that the spirits of goodness will eventually defeat 
the spirits of darkness. Understanding this prevents discouragement.

But in the face of hostility, it would also become easy for us to think of our battle merely 
in terms of culture or political wars, when the battle is actually spiritual in nature. If the war 
is merely physical, our secular opponents become our enemies, and we should fight them. 
But if we understand that the battle is spiritual, we quickly realize that our opponents are 
not the real enemies. Rather, they have been enslaved by the real enemy—the devil. Our 
task, then, is to win our opponents to Christ using the weapons of the Spirit (Ephesians 
6:10-20).  We are in the battle of our lives; don’t come to a gun fight armed only with a po-
tato. Come armed with the Holy Spirit, the legions of angels, and with the spiritual powers 
conferred on us in the name of Jesus. 

To help us throughout this series, learn to ask a simple question: “What spirit is this, and 
what is it trying to do?” That simple question, asked over and over again, will train us to see 
the spirits behind the world we experience every day. It will enrich our lives spiritually.

Let’s recover the role of spirits in our lives so we can walk in step with the most import-
ant of Spirits—the Holy Spirit of God!

ASK YOURSELF THIS IN EVERY SITUATION:

What spirit is at work here,  
and what is this spirit trying to do?
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The father of Western science, Rene Descartes, is often associated with the philosoph-
ical subject of epistemology, the question of how we come to know things. Descartes did 
a thought experiment in which he sought to doubt everything that he possibly could in an 
effort to understand what we mean when we say we “know” something. It turns out there’s a 
lot a person can doubt. One can doubt that the information one has been given by others is 
correct. One can doubt that one’s senses are giving accurate readings of one’s environment. 
One can even doubt that one’s brain is using its rational capacities rightly. 

The one thing a person cannot doubt, Descartes noted, 
is that he or she is actually doubting. That is, the very act of 
thinking establishes that one can be certain that one exists. In 
Latin, cogito, ergo sum. The mind—the non-physical part of 
you—Descartes concludes, is the most certain thing you have. 

Think about this. Though the mind is seated in the brain, 
which is a very physical part of the body, the mind itself is 
non-physical, immaterial, non-composite, and beyond phys-
ics. And of all that you encounter in life, nothing is more real, 
more immediate, and more certain to you than this non-physical part of you, your mind. 
Furthermore, the mind, the non-physical part of you, controls the body—a very physical 
part of you. How is not clear, but that it happens is clear to all of us. The non-physical is more 
real than the physical, and the non-physical interacts with and governs, at least to some 
extent, the physical.

The same is true about spirits. They are non-physical, but real. Indeed, they are more 
real in some senses than that which is physical. And spirits govern the physical, in the same 
way that the mind governs the body.  The spirits are the mind of the creation 

THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING SPIRITS
Why does this matter? Because we Christians are to be led by the Holy Spirit. But how 

can we be led by the Spirit if we don’t even know what a spirit is? It is, for example, only in a 
world that doesn’t understand spirits that one can argue, as some have, that the Holy Spirit 
only gives us the Bible, but does nothing else. This position, argued by some over the last 

CHAPTER 2
The Holy Spir i t  and Signs, 
Wonders,  and Powers

“ I think, 

therefore  

I am.”
— DESCARTES
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hundred years, reveals an inadequate view of what a spirit is. As the last lesson mentioned, 
many of us in the West really don’t understand spirits; we have disenchanted the universe. 
In Romans 8:814, Paul teaches us that we are to leave behind the realm of the “flesh,” and 
actually live in the realm of the Spirit; indeed, he asserts that if we don’t have the Spirit, we 
don’t belong to Christ. But if we are to live in the Holy Spirit, we must recover an accurate 
understanding of what spirits actually are.

How is it that we ended up with a disenchanted world? Many in the West were raised 
with a two-tiered model of the universe, where spiritual things such as God, Jesus, and may-
be angels are far removed from physical things, such as ourselves, our bodies, other people, 
natural phenomena, sicknesses, technologies and the like. There is a great chasm between 
the spiritual and the physical in this model. And the only time many of us believe that we 
ever cross this chasm is when we die, and our souls go to be with God. 

But the Bible shows us that this model of reality is not accurate. In the Bible, the whole 
world is spiritual—like a large circle. Within that circle is a smaller circle—what we call the 
physical. And the line between the two is porous—with lots of interaction between the two, 
as the spiritual enters into the physical regularly. The spiritual is included in many referenc-
es in the Bible: in the “hosts” of the oft repeated term “Lord of hosts,” in references to “the 
heavenly beings,” or “the heavenlies,” “the air.” We are taught that these heavenly places are 
occupied by “angels,” “rulers,” “authorities,” and “spiritual forces.” (Psalm 89:6; 29:1; 82;1; 1 
Samuel 4:4; Hebrews 12:22; Psalm 103:20-21; Matthew 25:31-32; Ephesians 2:1-2; 3:8, 10; 
6:12; 1 Peter 3:22; Colossians 2:8-15; 1 Corinthians 15:24-26).  

In this model of the universe, spirits are everywhere and they interact with us all the 
time. We in the West often don’t realize it because we’ve been taught not to see the spirits. 
This is why we must recover a proper understanding of what spirits are so we can live full of 
the Holy Spirit. 

It should not feel strange for us to believe in spirits, even in a modern, scientific age. 
After all, we live every minute in the non-material, spiritual world of our minds. Scientists 
still cannot really explain what life is—but we live life all the time, not knowing what it is. 
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And all of us live life governed by universal, transcendent, and non-physical truths—which 
are not physical, though they are very real. The phenomena of near-death experiences have 
revealed that life does, in fact, continue after physical death in a spiritual sense. Religious 
experiences are universal and persistent, indicating that they reflect a reality, even if we 
don’t see the spiritual. Scientists say we can only actually perceive less than a 10th of a per-
cent of the energy around us, but we know the rest of it exists, even though we don’t see it. 
This is also true for dark matter and dark energy, which constitutes 95% of the universe. We 
know it’s there, even though we can’t detect it with our senses. Astrophysicists believed that 
the whole universe emerged from an explosion of one singular point, a bizarre theory that 
defies ordinary experience. The same is true with such theories as the multiverse, a theory 
that assumes multiple universes all around us, and one that many physicists take seriously.  
Scientists believe there may have been as many as 10 dimensions in the past—even sci-
ence knows that there are realities beyond our ordinary experiences. Special relativity sug-
gests that no two things in our universe are actually simultaneous, revealing the bizarre and 
counter-intuitive qualities of the fabric of our universe. And principles such as quantum en-
tanglement and nonlocality indicate that things may be in some mystical way, everywhere 
all at once—which mirrors one of the qualities of spirits. 

The universe is a much more elegant and bizarre than we typically think. Why would it 
be hard for us to believe in spirits—even in a scientific age?

And believing in spirits is something we must do if we are to follow Jesus. Indeed, if we 
follow Jesus, we must be born of the Spirit (John 3:3, 5), live by the Spirit (Galatians 6:1), 
keep in step with the Spirit (Galatians 5:25), walk by the Spirit (Galatians 5:16), be taught by 
the Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:13), be washed, justified, and sanctified by the Spirit (1 Corinthi-
ans 6:11), be led by the Spirit (Romans 8:14), have minds governed by the Spirit (Romans 
8:6), worship in the Spirit (John 4:24), and be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18-19). 
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Spirits are real, and no spirit is more important than the Holy Spirit! So, we turn our at-
tention to the Holy Spirit in this lesson. The Holy Spirit is critical to our ability to follow Jesus.

HOW DOES THE SPIRIT TRANSFORM  
US INTO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST? 

Why do we need the Spirit? Because we are not capable of being like Christ without 
divine help. This is the Spirit’s work: to transform us into the image of Christ. (John 6:65, Ro-
mans 8:10, Ephesians 2:1-3, 18, John 15:26, 2 Corinthians 3:17, 18, 2 Corinthians 5:5). This 
means that to have the Holy Spirit is to have the power of God to become more and more 
like Jesus. How does the Spirit do this?

A useful text when studying the transformative power of 
the Spirit is 1 Thessalonians 1:5, a passage which speaks of 
how the Gospel came to the Thessalonians at the preaching 
of Paul. In this text, Paul mentions four things associated with 
the Gospel: the Word, Spirit, power, and full conviction. This 
text serves as a summary of several ways that the Spirit makes 
us like Christ.

1. Through the Word. The spirit transforms us into the image of Christ through the 
Word of God. Remember that all scripture is inspired by the Holy Spirit. For this rea-
son, the written Scriptures are the actual instructions that God has given us through 
the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:11, 13; Ezekiel 11:5; Ephesians 6:17; Ephesians 3:4-5; 
2 Timothy 3:16-17). If you want the power of the Holy Spirit in your life, it is absolute-
ly essential that you follow the teachings of the Scriptures, as through obedience to 
the Bible, the Spirit transforms us into the image of Christ.

2. Through power. The Holy Spirit has always given power to equip us to do the will of 
God. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was the source of this power for several 
great heroes, Samson (Judges 15:14), David (1 Samuel 16:13), and others. Even Jesus 
is described in the Gospels as doing his ministry in the power of the Spirit (Luke 
4:14). And 2 Timothy 1:7 teaches that the Holy Spirit gives us power, as well. The Spir-
it does this in a variety of ways, but whenever we find ourselves able to do that which 
we are not capable of doing on our own, that’s a power of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes 
that power is in our inner being (Ephesians 3:16), and sometimes it is through signs, 

wonders and powers (Hebrews 2:3-4), all at the discretion 
of the Spirit Himself. Through the power the Spirit gives 
us, we overcome obstacles and become more and more 
like Jesus.

3. Through deep conviction. The Scriptures teach that the 
Holy Spirit has given us the actual Bible, but that He also 
moves in our hearts to obey the Bible. This is a two-step 
process: first, the instructions are given by the Spirit, and 

The Spirit Transforms 
Us Through:

• The Word of God

• Power

• Deep Conviction

The Spirit’s work 
is to transform 

us into the 
image of Christ.
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second, the encouragement to obey those instructions is offered by the Spirit. In the 
Bible, this is often referred to as God “moving us,” or “moving our hearts,” or even 
“leading us” (Ezekiel 36:26-27; Luke 1:25, 27; Acts 16:14; Colossians 1:9). We must 
be careful never to confuse our own selfish motivations with the movements of the 
Spirit, but we must also allow the Spirit to nudge our hearts towards obedience. In so 
doing, we become more and more like Jesus, producing the fruit of the Spirit in our 
lives (Galatians 5:22-23). 

HOW DO WE RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT?
In the Bible, the normative way of receiving the Spirit is through faithful baptism. It is the 

case in Scriptures that sometimes the Spirit is given before baptism (Acts 10:44), and some-
times the Spirit is given after baptism (Acts 8:15-16), but typically the Holy Spirit is given at 
the point of faithful baptism. This is why John 7:38-39 speaks of receiving the Spirit at the 
point of faith, and connects it to the flow of water. Acts 2:38-39 actually says that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit is given to those who are baptized. This connection between faithful baptism 
and the reception of the Spirit is hinted at in other places, such as Matthew 28:19-20. 

HOW DO WE “WALK” IN THE SPIRIT? 
Galatians 5:16 teaches us to walk in the Spirit. Of course, the entire Christian walk is to 

be a walk in the Spirit, but there are some specific priorities that we should embrace in order 
to walk in the Spirit.

1. Obey the Scriptures. Remember that 
Scriptures are from God, and obedience 
to them will forge the image of Jesus in our 
lives (Revelation 2:11; 2 Peter 1:21). 

2. Pray in the Spirit, even if you don’t have 
the words (Ephesian 6:18; Romans 8:26). 
Prayer moves us into the “heavenly” or 
spiritual realms, where spirits live. By pray-
ing in the Spirit, we invite the Spirit into our 
lives, and we exercise the language of the 
Spirit who lives within us.

3. Worship God tuned into the Spirit  
(Ephesians 5:18-19). The Bible depicts angels as worshiping God frequently. This re-
minds us that worship is the language of angels and spirits. To soar beyond the phys-
ics of our world and engage the heart of the Spirit, worship God.

4. Sow to the spirit. This is what Paul teaches us to do (Galatians 6:8). What Paul means 
is that a life that sows seeds related to the Spirit is a life that will reap a spiritual har-
vest. Think about what the Spirit wants and invest your time doing these things. 

Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your 
sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spir-
it. The promise is for you 
and your children and 
for all who are far off...

ACTS 2:38-39
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5. Listen to the Spirit’s encouragement. 1 John 5:6 reminds us that the Spirit testifies 
the truth to us; we should attune our ears to hear His truths. Look for the Holy Spirit, 
and He will be found.

It is important that we never quench the work that the Holy Spirit wants to do in our 
lives through sin, neglect, selfishness, or an accommodation to the secularism around us. 
We must not put out the Spirit’s fire! (1 Thessalonians 5:19). Rather, we should accept the 
Holy Spirit’s invitation to come and to drink 
as thirsty souls (Revelation 22:17). The Spir-
it wants a rich relationship with us, and He 
wants to transform us into the image of Je-
sus. We should welcome Him in!

So, to make this lesson and the other les-
sons more real in your life, practice asking 
this simple question to every circumstance 
that arises: “What Spirit is at work here and 
what is the spirit trying to do?”

If we allow the Holy Spirit into our lives, 
we will be transformed into the image of Je-
sus, from one degree of glory to the other.  
This transformation is similar to how a child 
begins to look like their parents, as the par-
ents’ DNA increasingly shows in the physique and appearance of the child. With the Holy 
Spirit living in us, we eventually will come to look just like our Savior Jesus Christ.

Come, Holy Spirit! 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom. And we all, 
with unveiled faces, behold-
ing the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the 
same image from one degree 
of glory to another. For this 
comes from the Lord who is 
the Spirit.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:17-18
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In his 1998 film, Saving Private Ryan, Steven Spielberg presents the story of a paratroop-
er, Private James Ryan. Ryan’s three brothers become casualties of the war around the same 
time he was dropped behind enemy lines in Normandy. Captain John Miller, played by Tom 
Hanks, and a small platoon of man are sent to bring Ryan home. Eventually they find Ryan, 
but before they bring him home, the entire unit finds itself engaged in a life and death battle 
over a bridge somewhere in France.

The captain is mortally wounded in the battle, and he calls Ryan over to speak to him. 
His words form the climax of the move: “Earn this,” the captain whispers before he dies. In 
the final scene of the movie, Ryan, now 45 years older, stands in the American Cemetery in 
Normandy and speaks to the grave of Captain Phillips about how he tried to live—to honor 
the sacrifice made for him and for his country in the war. Turning to his wife, Ryan says, “Tell 
me I’ve led a good life. Tell me I’m a good man.” 

It’s a great movie, and it ends with an important question—are we living a good life? 

This question can only be raised if you believe that there is a certain order—a goodness—
built into the universe by which each of us should live. It is, in some ways, the opposite of a 
very similar question, “Have you had a good life?” Though the second is often a good ques-
tion, it may indicate that we are measuring life not by how well we lived, but by how much 
we got. Both are fine questions—I’ve asked both about my own life. But the second question 
can reflect a selfish view: did I get everything I wanted? The first question reflects a view of a 
stable, orderly, and good universe in which we should choose virtue over feelings. 

Several works over the last couple of 
decades have reflected on how the West 
swapped the first question for the sec-
ond. In 1967, Philip Rieff published his 
book The Triumph of the Therapeutic. 
Rieff argues that the West replaced vir-
tue with what he calls emotivism. That 
is, rather than seeking to live a good life 
of virtue and righteousness, the West 
now seeks to live a life that feels good—a 

CHAPTER 3
Angels,  Cherubs and 
the Heavenly Hosts

Rieff (1967) argues that 
the West replaced virtue 
with emotivism.

Rather than seeking 
righteousness, we seek 
expressive individualism.

The results have 
been acidic.
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life of what he calls expressive individualism, in which we determine what we want and then 
spend our life trying to get. 

A couple of years ago, Carl Trueman, in his book The Rise and Triumph of the Modern 
Self, developed this concept even further. Trueman starts with the question, “What hap-
pened in the West to make the statement ‘I am a man trapped in a woman’s body’ believ-
able?” Trueman argues that the West now measures life by how one feels about one’s self, 
rather than by what is right, true, and virtuous. Truman argues, of course, that a lot has been 
lost in this shift in meaning for the purpose of life in the West. 

These two ways of life—virtue-based living versus feelings- based living—actually have 
important ramifications for the well-being of humanity. If we live by virtues, we create a bet-
ter world. If we live by feelings, we can easily desecrate the world in which we must all live. 

The differences between virtue-based living and feelings-based living are demonstrated 
in the graph on the next page. Look them over and ask yourself the question: are you living 
by God’s timeless order as reflected in the cosmos He created or are you simply living by 
your feelings? And, perhaps more to the point of this chapter, what does your lifestyle say 
about your view of the universe? The answer to that question will actually, believe it or not, 
impact your view of angels. For angels are nothing other than spiritual beings created by 
God to guide and govern the universe according to rightness and holiness. The universe has 
a spiritual architecture embedded in it by God Himself and governed by angels. To interact 
with angels is to live consistent with this spiritual architecture. 

Is the universe random and simply here for my pleasure? Or is there a spiritual architec-
ture embedded within the universe by God Himself by which we should live? The answer, in 
a Christian worldview, is the second, and this spiritual architecture is guided and governed 
by angels. When we live virtuous lives, we live consistent with the work of the angels, and 
we receive their support. If we live by feelings rather than by virtue, we end up acting against 

Carl Trueman asks the urgent question,

What happened in the West 
to make the statement ‘I am 
a man trapped in a woman’s 

body’ believable?
 
 

Life is now measured by  
how you feel about yourself rather  

than by what’s right and true.
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VIRTUE-BASED LIFE FEELINGS-BASED LIFE

The cosmos has transcendence, meaning 
and purpose

The universe is fragmented, meaningless, 
and random

There are timeless spiritual truths that should 
be pursued

You make your own truth based on what 
feels good

Good and evil govern behavior Better or worse govern behavior based 
on feelings

Lives virtuously Lives expressively

Overcomes suffering for a greater good Condemns suffering; medicates suffering

Lives for a greater good Lives for himself

Believes in a final day of reckoning Grabs what he can; there is no 
coming judgment

Measures actions by eternal consequences Measures actions by how they make him feel

Worships God Loves Himself

When he sins, he repents Always redefining sin

Is faithful to his family because he took 
an oath

Abandons his family because he’s not happy

Stands on timeless, eternal principles no 
matter what the cost

Follows the herd: elites, celebs, influencers — 
in order to fit in

Lives with eternity in view Lives for pleasure

Is grateful and constructive Is angry, cynical, and always deconstructing

Makes it right Makes excuses

Saves the unborn because they’re in 
God’s image

Kills unwanted babies because they’re in 
the way

Develops the unique gifts of his/her gender Treats anxiety by pretending another gender

Stands by his convictions Changes views to keep his job

When disagreeing, uses reason to find the 
best answer

When disagreeing, seeks to silence others, 
using force if necessary

Is a Christian, though he is aware of his sins Has lost the fundamentals of 
Christain worldview

VIRTUE-BASED VS. FEELINGS-BASED LIVING

ARE YOU LIVING BY GOD’S TIMELESS ORDER AS REFLECTED IN THE COSMOS  
HE CREATED OR ARE YOU SIMPLY LIVING BY YOUR FEELINGS? 

WHAT DOES YOUR LIFESTYLE SAY ABOUT YOUR VIEW OF THE UNIVERSE?



19

the ministry God assigned to angels, and we find ourselves at odds with the very spirits sent 
to guide us.

This is why we need to understand who angels are and what angels do.

WHAT ARE ANGELS?
I’ve already argued that Westerners generally ignore spirits. But there is a sense in which 

Americans are comfortable with the idea of angels, especially the idea of angels helping us 
get what we want. This explains why there are 
so many movies, songs, postcards, and the like 
about angels in America. But often we think 
of angels more as sources of entertainment or 
magic lamps who give us what we want. 

Angels are actually God’s engineers, guides, 
and guards overseeing both the architecture 
of the universe and its governance. There are 
thousands upon thousands of angels. Angels 
are everywhere, always administering God’s holy will. Think of angels as employees of the 
King who are constantly carrying out his administrative will. 

A number of Scriptures mention the work of angels, as we will see. But their vast pres-
ence in the universe is reflected in such Scriptures as Colossians 2:8-15, Isaiah 45:12, Psalm 
82:1, Daniel 7:9-10, 1 Kings 22:19, and Job 1:6. 

Both the Hebrew and the Greek words translated angel in the Scriptures simply mean 
messenger. In fact, these terms can occasionally simply mean a non-spiritual messenger, 
such as an envoy or ambassador. When referring to celestial beings, sometimes the term 
angels refers to any spiritual being who serves God. Other times, however, the term is specif-
ic, referring to the lowest order of spiritual beings—higher than humans, but beneath other 

created spiritual beings in God’s hierarchy of creation 
(we should not miss the fact that God has an actual 
hierarchy of created beings to rule His creation).

At the top of God’s hierarchy is God himself—who 
is the only non-created being in the hierarchy. God 
alone is eternal and infinite; and God is the King of 
the Universe. (1 Chronicles 29:11-12, Psalm 103:19, 1 
Timothy 1:17). Beneath God are the cherubs and the 
seraphs (Genesis 3:24, Ezekiel 10:14, Exodus 25:22, 
Isaiah 6:2). Seraphs are only mentioned by name in 
Isaiah 6, but the word cherub is found nearly 90 times 
in the Bible. It refers not to the sweet angelic babies we 
see in Christmas art, but rather to ferocious winged 
beasts, who look much like a lion and who guard the 

God is King of the universe. 
Angels are everywhere, 

administering His holy  
and orderly will.

A Greek cherub: Sphinx of Naxos, 
6th Century BC, Delphi
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throne room of dignitaries. Cherubs are depicted all over the Middle East and Mediterra-
nean worlds, and suggest the fact that humans actually experienced these beings. 

Beneath the cherubs are thrones, powers, rulers, and authorities (Colossians 1:16, 
Ephesians 3:8, 10). The rulers and powers appear in Scripture to oversee large territories or 
subjects in the creation. Beneath the powers and rulers are the Archangels, who oversee the 
work of angels (1 Thessalonians 4:16, Jude 9). 

Beneath the archangels are angels them-
selves, mentioned well over 300 times in the 
Bible. Anything referred to this many times in 
Scripture must be very important! In fact, an-
gels are mentioned more times than many oth-
er biblical terms that we know are important: 
faith, baptism, church, forgiveness—the word 
angel occurs more than any of these. Angels are 
important, and understanding them is import-
ant, too! There are many angels, since adminis-
tering God’s will is spread over the entire uni-
verse. Jesus says that he has at his disposal 12 
legions of angels, which would mean no fewer 
than 72,000 angels using the Roman reckoning 
of a legion (Matthew 26:53). This reinforces the 
truth that angels are everywhere, governing 
the creation.

Finally, beneath angels in God’s hierarchy, we find humans. (Psalm 8:3-5, Genesis 1:26-
28). And we humans also figure into God’s cosmic hierarchy: we are responsible for the 
animals and for planet Earth (Genesis 9:2-3). 

God’s creation has an order, and there is a divine pattern of goodness built into the uni-
verse. Angels guard this order, and to recognize the work of angels is to live consistent with 
the virtues God engineered into the world.

WHAT DO ANGELS DO? 
Angels are everywhere administering God’s 

Holy Will. They’re all over the universe, oversee-
ing great things such as the rotation of planets and 
the birth of new galaxies, but also guiding very 
small matters, such as the blooming of a flower or 
the development of a molecule.

In Scripture, we read that angels attend to a number of human functions: sex and re-
production (Genesis 16:10), judgment and disaster (Genesis 19:1), marriage (Genesis 
24:7), health (Genesis 48:16), travel (Exodus 23:20), heroes (Judges 6:12), sleep and waking 

Angels are everywhere, 
administering God’s will. 
Do not thwart that will.
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(1 Kings 19:5), dreams (Matthew 1:20), babies and children (Matthew 18:10), the 10 com-
mandments (Galatians 3:19), male and female relationships (1 Corinthians 11:10), divine 
revelation (Revelation 1:1), churches (Revelation 1:20), wind (Revelation 7:1), prayer (Rev-
elation 8:4), and many other things. Psalm 103:20 sums it up: angels are to praise the Lord. 
It also says they “do [God’s] bidding and obey His Word.” Angels are everywhere, constantly 
administering the Holy Will of God in the fabric of the universe. Living virtuous lives engag-
es these angels in ways that move us closer and closer to God. Thwarting the work of angels 
sends us tumbling further and further from God.

SO WHAT DO ANGELS ACTUALLY DO?
The Bible describes angels doing a number of things, but we can list a few important 

ones here. Angels rejoice when rightness is done (Luke 15:10). They serve believers (He-
brews 1:14). They guard and protect humans (Psalm 91:11-12). Angels worship God—an 
important channel of communication between God and the creation (Job 38:4,7; Revela-
tion 4:8, 5:11-12). Angels witness the gospel to the world (Revelation 14:6). They execute 
judgment (Psalm 78:49, Matthew 24:31). And angels communicate God’s will (Acts 8:26). 

So given the reality of angels, there is a certain 
way that I should live—the way of virtue (rather than 
of feelings). This is why we started this lesson by de-
scribing the virtuous life. Angels oversee the universe 
according to the rightness God has embedded in the 
fabric of the universe. If we are to please God, we will 
live consistent with the rightness that God expects—a 
rightness overseen by angels themselves. 

We should treat others right, knowing that angels 
are everywhere (Hebrews 13:2). We should treat the 
world with holiness, acknowledging that angels exist 
(Exodus 23:20-21, Jude 9). We should worship God often, remembering that worship is the 
language of angels (Revelation 5:11-13). We should trust in God—who sends His angels to 
protect us (Psalm 34:7, Daniel 6:22). 

To help us recover a spiritual worldview—one that includes a robust view of angels—ask 
this simple question whenever you face an issue or a decision. “What Spirit is at work here 
and what is the spirit trying to do?” 

You can be sure that there is an angel involved in every decision and in every issue of life. 
And the angels are encouraging you to make virtuous decisions. Listen to their voices. Do 
what is right. Live by the virtues God gives us, and discover a life that is indeed worth living.

Do not forget to show 
hospitality to strangers, 
for by so doing some 
people have shown 
hospitality to angels 
without knowing it.

HEBREWS 13:2
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Alexander Solzhenitsyn was a Christian dissident and opponent of the socialism of the 
old Soviet Union. He was sentenced to eight years in the gulags for criticizing Marxism. 
There he saw the enormity of evil. Later he would go on to receive the Nobel in literature for 
describing much of the evil that he saw.

In one poignant assessment, Solzhenitsyn makes this observation about evil:

“Many were shot; thousands at first and hundreds of thousands. We divide, we multiply, 
we sigh, we curse, but still these are just numbers. They overwhelm the mind and then are 
easily forgotten. But if someday the relatives of those who were shot were to send one pub-
lisher photographs of their executed kin, then just by leafing through, just by looking into 
the extinguished eyes, we learn much that would be valuable for the rest of our lives, almost 
without words, such reading would leave a mark on our hearts for all eternity.”

Evil is real. It is pernicious, perennial and personal. We can think of evil in broad strokes 
and then go to lunch the very next minute, forgetting about it. But when we see the suffering 
of one person, when we feel the cruelty, the torture, the pain, the betrayal, the rage, and the 
destruction—seeing it in the face of a single person reminds us of the depth of the problem 
of evil. As Dostoevsky questioned, “Would it be worth the whole world just to stop the suf-
fering of a single little girl?”

Over the last hundred years or so, many in the West have undone any notion of the devil 
as a real being, considering him to be nothing more than a mere abstraction of evil. But the 
scriptures teach us, and reality should convince us, that Satan is real: he exists, and he is 
seeking to destroy all the good that God has embedded in creation.

In this lesson, we will talk about the devil and what he is trying to do. But first, let’s start 
by answering the question: what do we mean by evil?

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY EVIL? 
There are two senses in which we typically use the term evil. We might mean natural 

evil, such as tornadoes, cancer, or accidents. When we use the term evil in this sense, what 
we mean is something natural that hurts us—it feels evil because it can be intimate and very 
painful. This sort of evil is the result of living in a fallen world. In this lesson, I’m not talking 
about this kind of evil; we’ll save that for another lesson. 

CHAPTER 4
The Truth about the Father of L ies
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It’s the second use of the term evil which concerns us in this lesson: moral evil, such as 
abuse, lying, pride, or gossip. These are the kinds of pains that we all feel that were actually 
the consequence of someone’s choice. They are deliberately evil. They were avoidable, but 
someone chose them, even though they are destructive. 

How do we talk about moral evil? Chris-
tian tradition has always been careful to de-
scribe moral evil not as a thing in and of itself, 
but rather as the deprivation of the good-
ness of this or that thing. To describe evil as 
a thing—as a physical part of creation—is to 
suggest that God Himself created something 
evil. We must always remind ourselves that 
everything God created is good (Genesis 
1:31). God has not created anything evil. And therefore, anything that’s evil was not created 
by God. Evil is real; it is rampant; and it is very destructive. But it is not a thing. Rather, evil is 
the defilement of that which is good. Evil is the deprivation of the good. 

To help understand this, think of a hole in the ground. The hole is real, and it may be very 
destructive. But it is not an actual thing. Rather, it is the absence of a thing—it is where all 
other things stop. You can see where the hole is, but you cannot actually see a hole, because 
it is not a thing. 

In the same way, evil is not in and of itself a thing; rather it is where a hole has developed 
in God’s good creation, where the fabric of goodness was ripped. If we understand evil as a 
hole in the fabric of God’s good creation rather than as a thing, we will avoid having to lay 
evil at the feet of God. We will also avoid an unhealthy dualism, which assumes that there 
are two gods: one good and one bad. There is only one God, and He created everything 
good. Evil is where goodness was perverted and ceased to be good. 

Where does evil come from? There are lots of explanations of the source of evil. The ge-
neticist would argue that we are slaves of our DNA. We commit evil because it’s in our genes. 
The behaviorist would argue that we’re slaves to our environment and do evil because of our 

surroundings. The Freudian would 
argue that we do evil because of 
deep seated disorders, such as the 
repression of certain feelings.

Each of these has an element 
of truth to them. But James teach-
es us that we actually commit evil 
because of our own desires, enticed 
by the evil one (James 1:13-15). We 
commit evil because we choose to 
do so. This is the Christian view of 
evil, and it is the true view of evil, ac-

Evil is real and rampant, 
but evil is not a “thing.” 

Rather, evil is the 
deprivation of the good.

THE ORIGINS OF EVIL ACCORDING TO...

Geneticists We are slaves of our DNA. We do 
evil because it’s in our genes.

Behaviorists We are slaves to our environment. 
We do evil because of 
our surroundings.

Freudians We do evil because of deep seated 
disorders such as repression.

Christians There is truth to all. Ultimately, 
though, we do evil because we 
want to. Evil is a moral choice.
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tually reflecting the way the universe is ordered. We do evil because we want to do evil. Evil 
is always a moral choice. This is why evil always feels cruel, for no matter how small the act 
of evil is, there is always a victim. Lying on income taxes requires that someone else make up 
for your deficit. Cheating on a test means that someone else will pay later for the inadequa-
cies in your career. Every sin mistreats another person: there are no victimless sins. 

SATAN, THE FATHER OF LIES.
Who is Satan and what is his relationship to evil?

Satan has many names and descriptions in the Bible. The most common is the word 
Satan. A Hebrew word, satan simply means slanderer or prosecutor. The word in the Old 
Testament often means someone who accuses someone else and may not even refer to the 
celestial being we mean when we say the word satan.

The New Testament takes the Hebrew word satan, and translates it diabolos, from which 
we get our English word devil. It, too, means slanderer. By the time of the New Testament, 
the terms Satan and devil have typically come to mean the celestial being who is the chief 
architect of evil enticements. The devil slanders us, he prosecutes us, he seeks to lead us 
into evil.

There are other names for the evil one in Scripture, occurring less frequently than Satan 
or the devil. These include Abaddon, Apollyon, Beelzebul, Belial, the dragon, the evil one, 
Lucifer (meaning “the Morning Star”), the serpent, and the prince of this world. 

To understand Satan, we must realize that he is the enemy of everything that is right 
(Acts 13:10, 1 John 3:8), who does two things: he tempts (Matthew 4:3) and he accuses 
(Revelation 12:10).

Since temptation is a serious part of all of our lives, let’s explore how Satan tempts us. 

It’s a mistake to say that the devil forces us to do evil. He actually does not force us to do 
evil, but rather he entices us to do evil. He is like the world’s best advertising agency—en-
ticing us to invest in his products, the perversion of the good. We’ll use the illustration of 
smoking cigarettes. No ordinary person would say that they want to set a rotting leaf on 
fire and suck its smoke into their body, damaging their lungs and causing cancer. And yet 
millions of people smoke cigarettes around the world. Why? In part because of effective ad-
vertising (and the addictive chemicals in tobacco, once the smoker starts). Advertisers have 
linked smoking to all sorts of pleasures in life, persuading millions to do something harm-
ful. They link smoking to celebrities, to independence, to sex, or whatever. And by linking 
something pleasurable to something otherwise smelly and destructive, advertisers have 
convinced millions to smoke.

In the same way, Satan takes something good and entices us to misuse it, distort it, or 
pervert it for our own pleasures. He doesn’t force us to do evil, but he is very good at enticing 
us to do it. For example, sex is a good gift from God, designed to be enjoyed in the relation-
ship of a husband and wife in marriage. But Satan entices us to abandon the goodness of 
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married sex for a host of sexual sins, any of which might bring momentary pleasure, but all 
of which eventually bring destruction. Words are an amazing gift God gives to humanity. 
But the evil one entices us to use our words to tear one an-
other down rather than to build one another up.

Satan entices us to do evil, and because he is good at it, 
we sometimes fall. After we fall, Satan begins his second 
work—that of accusing. Satan delights in telling us that we 
are sinners, worthless, unloved, ugly, and forever guilty be-
fore God. In this way, Satan first harms us by enticing us to 
do evil, then he seeks to destroy us by making discouraging 
accusations against us. Ultimately, Satan’s goal is to separate 
us from the goodness of God. Just as he rebelled against God, 
Satan now wants to lead the whole world into rebellion. But 
we must stand firm.

It’s critical that we remember that, though Satan is not 
the source of evil, he is its instigator; his work is world-wide. This is why the scriptures can 
speak of him as being the ruler over the world (Matthew 4:8-9, 1 John 5:19, Ephesians 2:1-2, 
Revelation 12:9, 17, and 1 Peter 5:8-9). Most humans have given their lives over to Satan; in 
this sense can be called ruler the world. But since we are followers of Jesus, we must resist 
his evil ways, joining our brothers and sisters around the world by living in another king-
dom—the kingdom of God. 

HOW DO WE RESIST THE DEVIL? 
James 4:7 teaches us to resist the devil, and he will flee from us. How do we resist the 

devil? Here are some ways that you can resist the devil and cause him to flee from you:

1. Be warned, as Satan fell, we can fall also. The fall of Satan is hinted at, or outright 
described, in such texts as Genesis 3:1, Psalm 82:1-7, Isaiah 14:11-17, Ezekiel 28:12-
19, Luke 10:17-18, 1 Peter 3:18-19, Jude 6, and Revelation 12:7-9. Satan was actually 
created as one of the highest of angels. But in his pride, he rebelled against God, 
leading thousands of angels in his rebellion—angels we now call demons. Since his 
fall, Satan and the demons he leads have been working to destroy the goodness of 
God’s creation, particularly focusing on humans—on you and me. Take a warning: 
if angels fell through their pride and self-centeredness, we can fall, too. So, we must 
remain vigilant against self-centeredness, lest we, too, fall (1 Corinthians 10:12). 
There are several areas where we could easily fall today—areas of particular concern. 
Watch out for potential sin in the areas of pride (1 Timothy 3:6), anger (Ephesians 
4:26-27), unforgiveness (2 Corinthians 2:10-11), sexual sin (1 Corinthians 7:5), and 
acting unlovingly towards others (1 John 3:10-11).

2. Guard your mind; 99% of Satan’s attacks are actually against the mind. It is the 
case that the devil can afflict our bodies (Luke 13:16, 1 Thessalonians 2:18, 2 Corin-

5 EXAMPLES OF 
HOW PEOPLE FALL

1. Pride 
2. Anger 
3. Unforgiveness 
4. Sex 
5. Lack of Love
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thians 12:7). But most of Satan’s work is mind to mind: he works like an evil advertiser 
presenting us with enticements designed to appeal to our sensual side. He prompts 
us to sin (John 13:2, Acts 5:3). We must guard our minds against these enticements, 
since they lead to our own destruction. We must “take captive every thought,” as Paul 
teaches us, so as to avoid the deceits of the evil one (2 Corinthians 10:5).

3. Love the truth. Deceit is Satan’s most powerful weapon. He is the father of lies, and 
lying is his native tongue (John 8:44, 2 Corinthians 11:14, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12). 
And Satan is good at lying. It is important to realize that Satan doesn’t approach us in 
a red outfit with horns and a trident. Rather, he approaches with partial truths, per-
verted to appeal to our sensual side. He entices us with pleasures that are contrary 
to God’s will. Whenever you hear a voice in your head saying things like “I don’t see 
anything wrong with” or “everyone else is doing it,” you should realize that this may 
well be the voice of Satan. It is typically a deceitful way of luring you away from God. 
To avoid the lies of Satan, we must love the truth. Indeed, loving the truth is the best 
vaccination against the work of Satan. 

4. Recognize that sin leads to death. It’s 
important that we understand the seri-
ousness of sin. Sin is not just bad for you, 
and it is not just something that will make 
you less happy. Sin is a cosmic rebellion 
against a just God. It is a defilement of 
the holiness of God’s creation. For this 
reason, sin must be treated seriously. Sin 
leads to death (James 1:14-15, Hebrews 
2:14-15). We must avoid sin, and help 
others avoid it, knowing that the work of 
the devil is destructive.

5. Treat Satan as the real enemy, rescue 
others from his trap. We should remem-
ber that those who are trapped in sin, or those who oppose us as Christians are not 
our real enemies. Instead, they are enslaved by our real enemy, who is none oth-
er than the devil. Our job is to rescue people from their enslavement. This includes 
non-Christians in America—those who oppose Christian positions. But it also in-
cludes Christians who may have fallen back into a sinful enslavement. We should 
seek to rescue anyone who is trapped in sin (Acts 26:17, 2 Timothy 2:25-26). 

For those who are Christians but are struggling with sin, we exercise grace and mercy, 
and we seek to strengthen them gently and in love. All of us have struggled with sin; strug-
gling with sin is human, and we extend grace and mercy to those who are struggling, even if 
it takes years to win the battle.

But there are some who have capitulated to sin. For those Christians who have sub-
mitted to their sinfulness, we must intervene in more disciplined ways. Our goal is both to 

Opponents must be gen-
tly instructed, in the hope 
that God will grant them 
repentance leading them 
to a knowledge of the truth, 
and that they will come 
to their senses and escape 
from the trap of the devil, 
who has taken them cap-
tive to do his will.

2 TIMOTHY 2:25-26
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save the sinner through loving intervention 
and to preserve the holiness of the church 
by not tolerating capitulation to sin in our 
midst (1 Corinthians 5:1-6). Churches 
must lovingly confront sinners who have 
capitulated to sin even when it hurts to do 
so. In a church the size of North Boulevard, 
our elders must have such confrontations 
periodically. Often times the elders do not 
explain to the church what they’re doing 
confidentially and in private—the elders seek to protect the people involved in these situa-
tions, including innocent victims. But do not assume that the elders are not intervening in 
the lives of people who have capitulated to sin just because they do not share that with you. 
Our elders actively seek to restore sinners, but they seek to do so in loving and, often, private 
ways. Support them with your love and prayers.

THE VICTORY IS YOURS
Jesus has already crushed Satan’s head and he has already given us authority over Satan 

(1 John 5:18, Luke 10:19, Romans 16:20). For this reason, when we talk about Satan, we’d 
need not speak with fear. Satan has no more power over us than what we choose to give 
him. As a believer in Jesus Christ, stand victorious, and live in the power He has already giv-
en you. To help you discern the work of the devil, learn to ask this question whenever facing 
an issue or decision: “What Spirit is at work here and what is the spirit trying to do?”

Remember that the devil is real, and his work is deadly, but that his time is short. In Jesus 
Christ, we already have life eternal and an ultimate victory. Stand with Jesus

 

Those struggling with sin 
need strengthening. 

But those who 
have given in to sin 
require intervention.
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In the late 1600s, a report came to London from Northern England that a woman had 
given birth to a sheep. Authorities sent representatives of the Royal Society, an organization 
devoted to science—or as they called it at the time, naturalism—to investigate the report. 
And that’s how the West was won.

Well, sort of. Nonetheless, this incident signaled the arrival of the scientific revolution in 
the West, which profoundly changed the way we view the world. It’s my opinion that the sci-
entific revolution is one of the greatest achievements of humanity. Our lives are exponen-
tially better than the lives of our ancestors because of technology, science, medicine and 
the like. I remind you that when I got my diagnosis, I went to an oncologist; not a shaman, 
a mystic or a witch doctor.

But Satan has perverted the gift of science as he does all of God’s gifts. He’s done this by 
convincing many of us that because science hasn’t pointed to the spiritual realm, it must 
not exist. It’s worth remembering that most people, in most places in the world, through-
out most human history, could not avoid spiritual beings. They interacted with them on a 
daily basis. It was impossible not to believe in them. But in the last 500 years in the West, 
we have largely lost our ability to see what is plainly before us: that spiritual beings exist, 
that they work on our minds, and that they are more real than the physical. It is the greatest 

deceit Satan has ever pulled off—convincing 
us that he does not exist and that demons 
are not real. But a short survey of the Bible 
demonstrates that Satan and the thousands 
of angels who rebelled against God with him 
truly exist and are doing a world of damage.

Just one text to demonstrate: in Mark 5, 
Jesus arrives at Gerasa, on the west shore 
of the Sea of Galilee (today called “Kursi”). 
There He meets a man who has a multitude 
of demons. This man’s turmoil is legend-
ary: he lived among the caves, could break 
chains, and was so wild that people left him 
alone. Jesus drove the demons out of the 
man and into a herd of pigs. But before doing 

CHAPTER 5
A Legion of Demons

Cave-tombs in Kursi, Israel
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this, Jesus asked the demons their name. “Legion,” the demons replied, “for we are many.” 
The Roman legion was composed of no fewer than 6000 soldiers and at times could have 
contained as many as 12,000. This story demonstrates that demons are real, and that there 
are thousands of them.

Since we are engaged in a spiritual battle as Christians, and since our enemies include 
demons, we need to understand who they are and what they do so that we do not fall victim 
to their schemes. 

WHAT ARE DEMONS?
We’ve already discussed the fall of Satan. Suffice it to say here that demons are angels 

who rebelled with Satan against God and were cast out of heaven. They are fallen angels, not 
the ghosts of individuals that we really don’t like (Revelation 12:9, 2 Peter 2:4). In the Old 
Testament, several words describe demons. The most specific term is a word that means 
destroyer, but it’s only used twice in the Old Testament (Hebrew = shedim; Psalm 106:37, 
Deuteronomy 32:16). More commonly, the Old Testament uses the word we often translate 
gods to talk about supernatural beings (Hebrew = elohim; Psalm 82:1ff., etc.).

By the time we get to the New Testament, the Greek word daimonion is regularly used. 
We get our English word demon from this word. But there are other words used to describe 
demons in the Scripture. Some are more familiar to us; others are less so. For example, de-
mons actually inhabit all idols of the world (Deuteronomy 32:16, 1 Corinthians 10:20-21). 
So anytime you read of an idol in Scripture, you should know that a demon is behind it. 
Because Westerners typically do not erect idols (at least not physical idols, though we have 
the idols of greed, sexual sin, and the like), this sort of demonic activity is less familiar to 
us, but in many places in the world, demon activity is very open and prominent because of 
the presence of idolatry. The word demon itself appears over 60 times in Scripture; unclean 
spirit appears about 11 times, evil spirit about 10 times. There are more exotic terms for de-
mons in Scripture, such as Lilith, which seems to mean “night haunter” (Isaiah 34:14), and 
maybe the Leviathan. Perhaps even the Nephilim and the Anakites in the Old Testament 
have some sort of connection to demons, which would explain why God wants their cities 
wiped out.

WHAT DO DEMONS DO?
When Jesus came to do His earthly ministry, there was a flurry of open demonic activity. 

One reason for this is the realization on the part of the demons that the beginning of their 
demise had arrived in the person of Jesus. They fought Jesus because they know that He is 
going to destroy them.

This means that Jesus came to save us, not only to heaven, but also from the power of 
demons. Many of us understand what God has saved us to: we were saved to heaven, to a 
relationship with God. But it is just as important to know what we were saved from: the king-
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dom of darkness, death and destruction (Colossians 1:13-14). Knowing that we were saved 
from the work of the evil one makes us celebrate the salvation God has given us even more. 

But the demons aren’t going to give up too easily. They still make war against believers. 
Here are a few things that demons are described as doing in Scripture.:

1. Demons tempt us. One of the most fundamental things that demons do is tempt 
us; like their father, the devil, they try to entice us to pervert God’s good gifts into evil 
sources of mere pleasure (John 13:2, 1 Thessalonians 3:5). All of us are tempted, and 
it’s reassuring to know that there is no sin in being tempted; even Jesus was tempt-
ed, though without sin (Hebrews 4:15). Perhaps it’s reassuring to know that all of 
us are subject to temptation. One example of how demons pervert God’s good gifts 
has to do with food and gluttony. God gives us the good gift of food and an appetite 
to remind us that our body requires energy (Psalm 104:14-15). But demons entice 
us to go overboard in our eating—eating way too much, or eating things that aren’t 
healthy. When we yield to these enticements, we sin, and we actually bring harm to 
our own bodies. That is why gluttony is a sin (Proverbs 23:20-21). Overeating and 
indulgence form a perversion of God’s good gift of food. The demons whisper in our 
ears that, if one donut is good, five must be great. By so enticing us, demons lead us 
to destruction. 

2. Demons lie to us (2Thessalonians 2:9-10, 2 Corinthians 11:14-15). Demons speak 
only in half-truths and in lies. They come to us taking that which is good and slightly 
perverting it with a lie so as to entice us to fall. This is why we must remain on guard 
and be armed with the truth so that we do not believe the lies of demons. 

3. Demons afflict some through physical illnesses (Matthew 9:32-33, 2 Corinthians 
12:7). On the one hand, it’s clear from scripture that demons can, at times and in 
limited ways, afflict people with real illnesses. I am not fully clear on how they do this 
or how we are to talk about it. Nevertheless, we must accept this fact since Scriptures 
affirm it. But a much more common way of talking about afflictions from demons is 
actually more simple. Demons afflict us when we yield to their temptations, bringing 
affliction down on ourselves. An example from my own life comes from a rib I broke 
in early 2022. I broke the rib after four months of hard coughing, which appears to 
have come as a result of a medicine I was taking, which I was taking because of high 
cholesterol, which was, in part, the result of overeating, which was a response to anx-
iety, which I have because I have listened to the enticements of demons not to trust 
God. So, though not in a proximate way, but in a roundabout way, a demon caused 

It’s not enough to know what you’re saved to.  
You need to know what you’re saved from!
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my broken rib. This is the bad news. The 
good news is that God can take even the 
work of a demon and turn it into a great 
blessing, for if I had not broken my rib, 
I would not have gone to the doctor to 
have a CT. Without the CT I received in 
March of 2022; I likely would not have 
discovered my cancer until it was too 
late. So, God took the work of a demon 
and turned it into a life-saving strategy 
for me! (Romans 8:28) 

4. Demons enslave the minds of some (2 
Timothy 2:25-26). Demons can actually 
habituate our minds to sin so much that 
we’re no longer able to see that which is 
true. If we allow ourselves to continue 
to sin, our minds will become captive 
to the wiles of the demonic. 

5. Demons possess the bodies of some, especially through satanic deals, curses, or 
through flirting with the demonic (Mark 9:17-18, Mark 7:25-56). Demons can, on 
some occasions, move into a person’s body and affect how he/she lives. The Bible 
calls this having a demon or being demonized (terms I like better than possession, 
since the latter has been misused by Hollywood so much). When demons do this, it 
often requires the name of Jesus and prayer to release people of this sort of bondage. 
But Christians have that power in the name of Jesus. 

6. They infest entire spaces and people groups (Matthew 12:43-44, Revelation 18:2). 
Demons can actually be so invited into an area or into a people group that the entire 
area becomes infested with demons. This is the case in certain establishments that 
open themselves repeatedly to that which is evil. I’m convinced that it’s beginning 
to happen in places in the US. This would explain why so many Americans have be-
come okay with teaching children that they were born in the wrong bodies and even 
performing mutilating surgeries on children in the name of “healthcare.” Only a de-
monic infestation can explain this. 

HOW DO WE RESPOND TO THE WORK OF DEMONS?
In Ephesians 6:10ff, Paul teaches us to put on the armor of God in the face of the spiritu-

al war launched against us by the evil one and his demons. Drawing from these and other 
biblical principles, here are some Christian responses to the work of demons:

1. Love the truth. Remember that demons trade in lies, so the best inoculation against 
a demon is loving the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10, John 3:20-21). 
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2. Resist sin, and don’t play with darkness (1 Thessalonians 5:21-22). I preach a lot 
about sin but let me mention the influence of darkness. We should avoid anything 
that is associated with the devil or demons: witchcraft, the occult, or other things 
that look evil (Galatians 5:19-21). This is increasingly important in a world where so 
many movies feature witchcraft or Satanism, in a world where psychic readings are 
popular, and where Halloween has been turned into something evil by some. Do not 
flirt with evil, lest you invite the demonic into your life.

3. Be self-disciplined, alert and sober minded (1 Peter 5:8-9). We should be vigilant, 
since demons are constantly scheming against us. Stay awake and pay attention to 
their plans so that you can resist them.

4. Pray against demonic strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:3-4, Ephesians 6:18). Demons 
tend to trick certain people groups into committing sins so frequently that these sins 
become strongholds in people’s lives. A primary way to break through a stronghold 
is to fast and pray over it. Determine what is holding a person back from God. And 
then devote yourself in prayer against it.

5. Learn the manifestations of demonic work (1 John 3:8). When we think manifes-
tations of demons, we often think of things like the movie The Exorcist, but there 
are far more common manifestations of demons that we see in our everyday lives. 
These include gossip, rage, jealousy, drug abuse, cheating, lying, drunkenness, and 
the like. When we see these manifestations of demons, we should work to restore 
people gently (Galatians 6:1).

6. Practice intercessory prayer or prayers for deliverance. The Christian practice of 
deliverance has been with us since the time of Jesus. In fact, delivering people from 
the power of demons was one of the three 
reasons Jesus called the original disciples 
(Mark 3:14-15). Churches in the West have 
sometimes drifted away from prayers of 
deliverance, because we don’t often know 
what to think about demons. But prayers 
of deliverance are part of the long history 
of the Christian faith. Deliverance minis-
tries were common in the first four or five 
centuries of the Christian faith. In fact, 
by the third century A.D., the church in 
Rome employed 52 full time “exorcists.” 
And many churches today still continue 
the ancient practice of driving out de-
mons just prior to baptism. One can see 
this in the baptismal oaths of the Ortho-
dox churches and in the Catholic Church. 
The tradition is ancient. So, we too, should 
pray against evil spirits when we see them 

DELIVERANCE MINISTRIES

In the 3rd century, the 
church in Rome had:

• 46 elders
• 7 deacons
• 7 apprentice deacons
• 42 support staff
• “readers & janitors”
• 1,500 widows & needy
• 52 exorcists

Eusebius of Caesarea (about Novation schism), 
Ecclesiastical History



33

at work in our church and in the lives of our family members. We should pray inten-
sively, and we should be willing to bring the name of Jesus into the lives of people 
who are enslaved by the evil one. It is a Christian specialty, because we alone possess 
the authority of Christ.

7. Live in the power of Jesus free of fear (Luke 10:19). Remind yourself that Christ has 
already won the victory. Demons are nothing more than cockroaches to those who 
follow Jesus. Turn the light of Christ on and they run for the corners. We have noth-
ing to fear from demons. They only have power if we give it to them. 

In Matthew 16, Jesus and the disciples go to Caesarea Philippi. In the first century A.D., 
Caesarea Philippi was known for having a cave that extended deep into the earth. Many 
thought this cave was the Gate of Hell, and that demons moved in and out of it. It’s not a 
coincidence, then, that Jesus asked the disciples who he is at this very spot. Peter’s answer? 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the liv-
ing God.” And in response to Peter’s 
confession, Jesus promises that He 
will build His Church on that con-
fession, and the very gates of hell will 
not overcome it. At the gates of hell, 
Jesus declares victory over the gates 
of hell.

There is nothing demons can do 
to stop the work of Christ. They only 
have the power we give them. So, 
whenever you are facing a new cir-
cumstance or a decision, ask yourself 
the question, “What spirit is this? And 
what is this spirit trying to do?”

It is true that there are legions of demons at work around us. But Matthew 26:53 reminds 
us that Jesus has legions of angels, and they have far more power than do the demons. In-
deed, angels will live forever in heaven with the resurrected dead. Demons will be con-
demned forever to gloom in the place they helped build—hell.

If you stand with Jesus, you stand secure, and you will win the victory.

“Gates of Hades,” Temple of Pan, Caesarea Philippi
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1 Kings 13 tells a sad story of a false prophet who deceived a younger prophet, costing 
the young man his life.

The younger prophet had been sent by God from Judah to the shrine at Bethel, erected 
by the evil King Jeroboam. Jeroboam’s shrine was unauthorized by God and was therefore 
cursed. This was the message the young prophet was to preach, standing before the shrine’s 
altar. After cursing the altar, the young prophet was to return home, God explained, without 
eating or drinking along the way.

But, alas, an older prophet who lived in 
Bethel heard about the younger prophet and 
invited him to come to his house for a meal. 
“I cannot, since God has told me not to eat 
or drink until I return to Judah,” the younger 
prophet explained. But the older prophet ex-
plained that he, too, was a prophet, and that 
God had told him that it was fine for the young-
er prophet to enter his home and have a meal.

The meal cost the young man his life, as 
God punished him for disobedience. Upon 
leaving the old prophet’s home, the young 
prophet was mauled by a lion and killed.

This story is important because it serves as a warning: we must be very discerning when 
listening to God, as there are many false messages out there. For every time an angel moves 
someone’s heart closer to God, a demon also pretends to be an angel, and moves a heart 
further from God. For every prophecy of Scripture that reveals God’s truth, there is a false 
teacher who distorts it. For every dream or vision that draws people to Christ, there is anoth-
er dream or vision that is self-serving.

By now, some of you are saying, “We believe that spirits influence our lives and our de-
cisions. But how can we know if something is from God or from the devil? Or how can we 
even know if it is just the result of nature or is a specific message from a spirit? How do we 
discern the truth in the middle of so many messages?”

CHAPTER 6
Dreams, Vis ions,  and Discernment

Floor of the temple of Jeroboam at Bethel
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This is a great question, and this lesson will seek to give guidance in discernment, a very 
biblical subject. 

THE UNIQUE PLACE OF THE BIBLE
God has always sought to communicate His will to His people. In Old Testament times, 

God sometimes used direct communication, apparently speaking out of the sky to those 
whom he had chosen (Genesis 19:1, Exodus 33:11). God also spoke through dreams and 
visions—the Old Testament records lots of such communications (Genesis 41:1-7, 1 Kings 
3:5). To the Israelites, God spoke through various prophets, starting with Moses and run-
ning through the great prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel and others.

God’s most specific revelation to Israel, 
however, came when the works of the proph-
ets, from Moses through Malachi, were col-
lected and put together to become the sacred 
Scriptures. These Scriptures are flawless, per-
fect, and constitute God’s central and primary 
way of communicating to humans (Psalm 19:7, 
119, Matthew 5:17-19, Romans 7:12-14, 2 Tim-
othy 3:16-17, 2 Peter 1:19-20).

Jesus is the embodiment of the Scrip-
tures and, therefore, the perfect revelation of 
God—He is the very Word of God (John 1:1-3, 
14, Hebrews 1:1-2). Jesus is, after all, God in 
the flesh. Though Jesus once lived among us, 
He has since ascended back to heaven, so we 
no longer have flesh-to-flesh access to Jesus. 

Rather, we access Jesus through the Scriptures, including the Old Testament, which spoke 
of his coming, and the New Testament, which were written by His prophets and apostles for 
our sake. These Scriptures were inspired by the Holy Spirit, and are infallible, authoritative, 
and final (John 16:13, Galatians 1:6-9, Ephesians 2:20, 1 Thessalonians 2:13, 2 Peter 3:1-2, 
Revelation 22:18).

All this means that the most concrete way we discern anything is through the written 
Scriptures. If you want to know what God expects of you, study your Bible. It is perfect, and 
it contains the perfect Word of God. No dream, 
no impulse, no intuition, no sign, no wonder, no 
teacher, no anything takes the place of the Scrip-
tures. The Bible is supreme, perfect, and the final 
arbitrator of the will of God in all matters. If even 
an angel from heaven were to seek to change the 
message of Scripture, we must fully reject that 
angel (Galatians 1:6-9).

Copy of the Hebrew Scriptures, 
 the Word of God

This is the one to whom I 
will look: he who is humble 
and contrite in spirit and 
trembles at my word.

ISAIAH 66:1-2
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So, we must be a people of the Book in order to know the will of God for our lives. Don’t 
sit around waiting for a private revelation. Open your Bible and read. May the psalmist’s 
sentiment be ours: “The law from your mouth is more precious to me than thousands of 
pieces of silver and gold” (Psalm 119:72).

IMPRESSIONS, DREAMS, SIGNS, AND WONDERS
God’s written Scriptures are unique and authoritative, but having the Bible does not 

mean that God has stopped communicating with us. God still communicates to us through 
a variety of means—the church, teachers, friends, nature, movements of the heart, dreams, 
signs, wonders, and the like. God has not left us simply with a book—even the perfect book. 
Rather, God gives us a book as well as His Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:1-18). What are some 
means through which God moves us?

Impressing the mind or the heart. The Scriptures 
speak of God moving us to obey God’s Word and of 
God putting things on our hearts (Psalm 119:35, Eze-
kiel 36:27, Ezra 1:5, Luke 2:27, Acts 16:14). God gives 
us His written Word, but God also moves our hearts 
to obey it—applying the written Word to this or that 
situation. This is not the same as the revelation of 
Scriptures; indeed, we must be strict in distinguishing 
between inspiration of the Scripture, in which God 
guarantees His Word through His apostles and proph-
ets, and our impulses to obey God’s Word, which pass 
through our own faulty filters. God’s Word is perfect; 
our experiences of it are not. Nonetheless, we should 
remain always open to the movements of God’s Spirit 
in our hearts to obey His Word in every situation.

How does this work? It is hard to describe fully, 
since it involves dimensions which are somewhat be-
yond the three dimensions in which we normally live. 
But just as a transistor radio can pick up and translate 
electro-magnetic waves and turn them into music, so 
our spirits pick up the impulses of God’s Spirit to obey 
the Scriptures, combining to give us the fullness of God’s Word (cf., 1 Corinthians 2:12-16). 
Whenever your mind is moved to do the right thing, that’s God’s Spirit at work.

Signs, wonders, and powers. God also communicates to us in more generic ways, 
through what the Bible calls signs, wonders and powers. This is not complicated. Anytime 
God acts in a way that’s significant, that’s a sign. Any time God acts in such a way as to 
amaze you, that’s a wonder. And anytime that God does extraordinary things, that’s a power. 
Each of these interactions from God is designed to point us to His will and to bring people 
to Jesus.

Jerry Trousdale chronicles 
the stories of many Muslims 
who came to Jesus through 

dreams and visions in his book, 
Miraculous Movements
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Dreams and visions. God has often communicated through dreams and visions, and 
He still does (Acts 10:9-23, 2:17), but typically, these are reserved for specific occasions. In 
the West, dreams and visions are less common, but on the frontiers of the Christian faith, 
such as in Africa, the Indian sub-continent, and Asia, dreams are a very common way for 
God to provoke individuals to seek out Jesus. Many Muslims have come to Jesus through 
dreams and visions. But remember, whenever God speaks to us in dreams and visions, it is 
always to point us to the Scriptures. No dream, vision, or even any thought that is inconsis-
tent with Scripture is from God.

And this is why we need discernment. The devil also communicates to us in ways that 
seem to be from God, but that are actually deadly and destructive. Satan often pretends to 
be God.

False communications are a serious problem, as the devil and his demons are also reg-
ularly using similar means as does God to communicate to us. It is such a problem that 
the Bible devotes considerable time warning us against false prophecies, false dreams, and 
false teachers (see Deuteronomy 18:20, Isaiah 9:14-15, Jeremiah 5:31, 14:14, Lamentations 
2:14, Matthew 7:15, 24:24, Acts 13:6). It is important to remember that evil spirits also move 
people’s hearts (John 13:2, Acts 5:3). Evil spirits also send dreams and visions (Deuteron-
omy 13:1-5, Jude 8). Evil spirits also work signs, 
wonders, and powers (Matthew 24:24, 2 Thessa-
lonians 2:9). Evil spirits teach false doctrine, that 
sounds to some like true doctrine (1 Timothy 
4:1), and Satan even pretends to be an apostle—
an apostle of light (2 Corinthians 11:14). In fact, 
if the story of Elijah and the prophets of Baal is 
used as a barometer (which it should not be), the 
ratio of evil spirits to good spirits is about 400 to 
one! There are lots of evil spirits trying to influ-
ence us to do what is wrong.

Since evil spirits imitate good spirits in their efforts to communicate to us, how can we 
tell the difference? The answer lies in the practice of discernment—testing the spirits to see 
if they are of God or not (1 John 4:1ff.). 

PRACTICING DISCERNMENT
Because of the risk of mistaking the word of a demon for the Word of God, the Bible 

mentions the practice of discernment several times. It is the ability to distinguish what is 
from God and what is not. In Scriptures, discernment is a function of wisdom, and comes 
through walking in the way of God—it comes from experience (Ephesians 5:6-10, Romans 
12:2, Hebrews 5:14). The result of Christ-like discernment will always be approving that 
which is good (Philippians 1:9-10).

Dear friends, do not be-
lieve every spirit, but test 
the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, because 
many false prophets have 
gone out into the world.

1 JOHN 4:1
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In fact, this is the most basic way to test a spirit: any communication from a spirit that 
fully honors God and leads us to honor God will be from a good spirit. Any communication 
that dishonors God and leads us away from God, will be from an evil spirit. Evil spirits can-
not honor God, and good spirits will not dishonor God. 

Here are six principles of discernment to help you interact with the spiritual world:

1. Pray for the fullness of the Holy Spirit, and pray for wisdom (Luke 11:13, James 
1:5). If you are a Christian, but you don’t experience the Holy Spirit, beg God to fill 
you with the Spirit. God will answer the sincere request of the baptized believer for 
the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, if you lack wisdom, ask of God. God delights in giving 
wisdom to His people. Wisdom is fundamental for discernment. Ask God for it. In-
deed, even the repeated act of prayer develops in us a sensitivity to the will of God 
that helps us in discernment. Like a couple who have been married for many years, 
the more time you spend with God, the more you intuitively know His heart.

2. Obey the Scriptures. The primary communication from God to human is the Bi-
ble. The Holy Spirit speaks to us through Scripture (1 Thessalonians 2:13, Ephesians 
6:17). Since there is only one Holy Spirit, and He is perfect, anything He communi-
cates to you, either directly or through an angel, will be one hundred percent consis-
tent with Scripture. In fact, there is no other reason for God to communicate to you 
other than to lead you to obey the Bible. Remember this: the Holy Spirit will NEVER 
prompt you to do something that is against the Bible.  

3. Ask other Christians to give you guidance, especially those who have been walking 
with Jesus for a long time. Proverbs 12:15 reminds us that “The way of fools seems 
right to them, but the wise listen to advice.” Good Christian discernment seeks the 
counsel of those who have more experience than we do. Surround yourself with 
those who have been Christians for years, then seek and accept their advice. 

4. Avoid communications that are self-serving. The most seditious trick of the devil 
involves deceiving us into thinking that a thought, dream, or even a doctrine that 
is self-serving is actually from God.  Beware of any communication that is all about 
you—such is typically deceit. You’ll often recognize it by its efforts to justify or ratio-
nalize. God challenges us to love others and Himself, not to serve ourselves (1 Corin-
thians 10:33). For example, God will never tell you to leave your spouse for another 
person so that you can be happy. If you “hear” that voice, it’s not the voice of God.

5. Do an impact study on every decision. We are to walk in the way of love (Ephesians 
5:2-4). Even if a communication seems right, ask yourself: how will this message af-
fect other people? Will this lift them up? Will it encourage them? Will it bring other 
people to Jesus? When God communicates with us, He does so for the building up 
of others. And while on this topic, I should repeat what was said earlier. The impres-
sions God may make on your heart are perfect, since it is God who makes them. But 
your understanding and interpretation of these impressions are not perfect. Rath-
er, your understandings are flawed, since you are, after all, only human and subject 
to the errors we humans frequently commit. For this reason, you should not seek 
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to be someone else’s Holy Spirit. If you believe that the Spirit is communicating to 
you about a third party, ask the Spirit to communicate to them. If you share your 
feelings with them, be gentle and non-demanding. Your private discernment should 
not be bound on someone else. Remember, even though spirits communicate with 
you, that does not make you an apostle, a prophet, or an inspired speaker or writer. 
You remain only a human, who can easily misunderstand, misinterpret, and discern 
wrongly. Point everyone to Scripture, and let God move them. 

6. Always ask, “does this glorify God?” (1 Corinthians 10:31). There may be many 
things that are in and of themselves acceptable. But once we become Christians, 
the primary question that matters to us is how do we do everything to God’s glo-
ry. Demons shudder at the name of Jesus and nothing they do seeks to glorify God. 
Angels only point us to the glory of God. Only do those things which you know will 
glorify God.

CAN I KNOW?
Even after we practice discernment, we may still feel that we simply cannot know if some 

things have come from God, if they have come from the evil one, or if they are somehow just 
natural. For example, did a dream about the death of a dear friend (who is still alive) come 
as a warning of impending death from an angel, as a source of discouragement from a de-
mon, or simply as the result of indigestion from the dinner the night before? This is a serious 
question for many of us, and, in some ways, the answer may not matter as much as we think.

At the end of the day, when we are unclear about the source of a thought, a dream, or 
an open door, we can ask the question, “how can I use this for God, regardless of whence 
it came?” In other words, God can use any situation for His glory, no matter who is its ar-
chitect. Take the example of Job. In the first two chapters of Job, we learn that Satan was 
behind Job’s sufferings. Job’s friends all blame Job for his suffering. Then, at the end of the 
book, God hints that He was behind the story of Job (42:11). At any given point in the book, 
we might have concluded wrongly about who was behind the story. It is not until the end 
that we learn the true, though complex source—and the book of Job has now been read by 
millions and millions, used by God to fortify the whole church. Who was behind Job’s suf-
ferings? It may not matter; what matters is how God used his suffering. 

When Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery, one could conclude that this came from 
an evil spirit. But at the end of the story, Joseph says that it was God who sent him to Egypt, 
and Joseph’s sojourn in Egypt actually became the salvation of the Jewish people (Genesis 
45:5). Regardless of the source of the event, God used it for His purposes. The discerning 
Christian can always ask the question, “how can I use this for the glory of God, regardless of 
its source?” And God will give an answer.

Charles Spurgeon once made the remark that discernment is not knowing the difference 
between good and evil. Discernment is knowing the difference between good and almost 
good. As we become more aware of the work of spirits in our lives, the gift of discernment 
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will become more important for us. And since 
evil spirits imitate the work of good spirits, 
our sense of discernment must be sharp. This 
means that our guiding question throughout 
this series remains very important. Learn to 
ask the question, “What spirit is this? And what 
is the spirit trying to do?”

Each of us is granted a degree of wisdom. 
Pray that God will increase your wisdom and your ability to discern the world of spirits 
around you so that your whole life can become a living sacrifice to God. So that you can 
prove what His will is. So you can hear and obey the holy, good, and right will of God.

Discernment is not knowing 
the difference between right 
and wrong. It is knowing 
the difference between 
right and almost right.

— CHARLES SPURGEON



41

In the fall of 2022, I had the honor of preaching the funeral for a dear friend and member 
of my church who died after a year-long battle with cancer—I’ll call her Robin. Robin died 
peacefully on her 73rd birthday at home and in her bed. I say peacefully, but that really 
doesn’t capture her optimism. She was filled with joy, almost ecstatic about her impending 
death. That’s because she had already died once, so she had already tasted what most of us 
have only dreamed of. 

Robin died the first time back in 2014. She was in the hospital for several medical issues 
when she became septic and took a turn for the worse. She was so ill that her doctors called 
her family in, telling them that they expected her to die in the next day or so. And she did, 
though medical staff immediately tried to resuscitate her. Robin was only dead for five min-
utes or so.

But what a five minutes they were! Robin told me about her experience.

She said that as soon as she passed from this life, she opened her eyes to see a set of gates 
that were obviously the gates of heaven and shining out of the gates was a light so brilliant, 
so inviting, and so joyful, that she immediately began to move briskly towards the gates. 
As she got closer, an angelic being joined her, and escorted her into the gates. There she 
saw thousands of people in long white robes—the fabric spilling all the way down to their 
feet—everyone of them facing the same direction 
and singing with more joy than she ever thought 
imaginable. All her anxiety, all her pain, and any 
regret she ever had immediately disappeared, and 
in their place was a euphoria, she said, that made 
everything before that moment irrelevant. 

She joined in the singing. She joined in the eu-
phoria. She experienced peace unlike anything she 
could describe with words. 

As she continued to sing, she looked down and 
noticed that her robe only went down to her knees. 
She immediately knew what that meant. She was not going to be allowed to stay. She must 
return. Though Robin wanted to stay, she told me, she was also excited about being able to 

CHAPTER 7
The Dragon, The Beast, 
and Armageddon

Those who hope in the 
LORD will renew their 
strength. They will soar 
on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow 
weary, they will walk and 
not be faint.

— ISAIAH 40:31
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return and tell others what she saw. And she did, coming back to life after five minutes or so, 
and spending rest of her life spreading hope to many people with her story of joy.

When Robin was later diagnosed with terminal cancer, she grew excited about the 
thought of being able to return to those gates, and as her death approached, her peace and 
joy increased. By the time she died, she was again in a state of euphoria. Her beatific vision 
those eight years before had given her such hope for the future, that she may have died one 
of the most peaceful deaths in history. She knew what victory tasted like, and she was ready 
to live in such victory. 

In the beautiful, hope-filled 40th chapter of Isaiah, the Lord promises us that “those who 
hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:31). There is tremendous 
power in hope—the power to persevere, the power to endure, the power to love, the power 
to celebrate, and the power to overcome. 

We Christians are engaged in a cosmic spiritual war, and it would be easy to become 
discouraged, to yield to temptation, to consent to the enemy’s accusations, and, perhaps, 
even to surrender. But because Jesus has already secured our victory, we should live in glo-
rious hope, full of love, joy and peace. We are going to win, and the devil cannot stop us. 
Everything between here and the gates of heaven are nothing but his final volley of shots 
before he is forever banished to the Abyss. Because Jesus has already won, you, too, are 
going to win.

But I must be honest with you 
about the spiritual war in which we 
find ourselves. Though we are going to 
win a spectacular victory, it is going to 
get worse before it gets better.  That’s 
the consistent warning of Scripture. 
When Satan was thrown out of heav-
en, he decided to make war against 
the people of God—against you and 
me (Revelation 12:17). Now Satan is 
going to be defeated, and he is going down in a blaze of disgrace. But before he does, he is 
planning one last battle—the mother of all battles—the ultimate battle between the forces 
of good and the forces of evil. The Bible refers to this battle as “Armageddon” (Revelation 
16:16). Armageddon is the name of the Mountain of Megiddo, an Old Testament city so 
strategically located that it was attacked and destroyed no fewer than 26 times in history. 
Mount Megiddo, or, in Hebrew, Har-Megiddo, evidently became synonymous with the idea 
of a great battle between major civilizations—a battle to end all battles.

Though the reference to Armageddon only appears the one time in the Bible (in Reve-
lation 16:16), the idea of a final battle is frequently mentioned in the Scriptures. Typically, 
the texts that talk about this “mother of all battles” are apocalyptic texts; that is, they are 
texts that describe the spiritual world war behind the physical things we see, using highly 

Looking southeast from Megiddo (Armegeddon)



43

imagistic and shocking language. Apocalyptic literature is usually addressed to persecuted 
people for whom ordinary language no longer seems to describe the evil they experience. It 
frequently addresses the end of time in very violent language and focuses on the justice of 
God against those perpetrating evil. This means that the modern reader needs to approach 
these texts knowing that they are not exactly literal—they are imagistic. They are 100% true 
and real, but the truth they describe is bigger than the truth we typically experience, and the 
reality they present is the reality behind our reality. 

Further, apocalyptic texts often collapse multiple 
historical events into one description. This means 
that an apocalyptic vision may be fulfilled multiple 
times—each time serving as something of a dress 
rehearsal for the final fulfillment. For example, the 
destruction of Jerusalem serves as a rehearsal for the 
end of time in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21. It 
is likely that the book of Revelation has been fulfilled 
multiple times … each as a dress rehearsal for the final 
fulfillment and the end of our age with the return of 
Jesus and the defeat of Satan.

Looking at these texts should serve as a warning 
that we must prepare ourselves for the final battle of 
Satan against the people of God. We’ll discuss how 
in a moment. But first, let’s look at a few of the bibli-
cal texts that point to this final battle. We’ll look at six 
of them.

Daniel 11:1-12:3. Daniel 11 contains Daniel’s vision about the rulers to come out of 
Persia and those who will follow from Greece. Discussing the various wars of these kings, 
Daniel suddenly interrupts the narrative in 12:1 to say that at that time Michael, the archan-
gel, will arise, and there will be a time of great distress among the nations, followed by the 
resurrection of the dead. Whatever Daniel means with his vision, it is clear that he has been 
foretold by the Lord that, just before the resurrection, there will be some sort of angelic stir-
ring and a great calamity on earth. 

Matthew 24:1-51. In this text, Jesus is answering two questions from his disciples: When 
will the temple be destroyed, and what signs will indicate the end of the age? It is not always 
clear in Jesus’ responses when He is addressing the former and when He is addressing the 
latter. But since his speech is apocalyptic in nature, it is likely that he blends the two into 
one response since apocalyptic literature often views time differently than the usual human 
experience. At any rate, Jesus warns that, at the end of the age, there will be wars, rumors 
of wars, nations rising up against nations, false messiahs and false prophets, persecution 
against Christians, a great apostasy from the faith, betrayals, and a loss of love. The latter 
parts of Matthew 24 mention the collapse of the sun, the moon, and the stars—perhaps 
references to spiritual authorities in this text, and the coming of a multitude of angels. The 

Albrecht Dürer, Four Horsemen 
from the Apocalypse
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chapter clearly indicates that times will get tough before Satan is finally defeated. This is also 
true of the parallels to Matthew 24 in the Gospels of Mark (chapter 13) and Luke (chapter 21).

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. Here, Paul instructs the Thessalonian Christians that before 
Christ returns there will be an appearance of a “man of lawlessness” who will perform Sa-
tanic signs, wonders, and powers and lead many astray, destroying them. Paul doesn’t say 
who this “man of lawlessness” is in history, but he does say that the man will assume the 
role of God before being fully destroyed by Jesus. 

1 Timothy 4:1-6. Paul warns us in this text that there will be a great apostasy in the last 
days in which people will follow the teachings of demons and deceiving spirits. Paul men-
tions a couple of those demonic teachings (forbidding people to marry and forbidding 
them to eat certain foods), but it is likely that Paul would include other false teachings in 
this warning. Before Jesus returns, there will be a great falling away.

2 Timothy 3:1-9. In this text, Paul doesn’t explicitly mention spirits, but he does warn 
about a great apostasy before the coming of Jesus—in the “last days.” This apostasy will be 
marked by great evil and an increase in sins: the list of depravities he gives is long and very 
serious. Sin will increase in the last days.

Revelation. The entire book is a warn-
ing to Christians that our spiritual battle 
will become severe just prior to the return 
of Jesus. Several specific texts are helpful 
for our purposes in this chapter. Revelation 
12:17-13:16 relates how the dragon will give 
authority to the beast, who in this text is al-
most certainly Rome, or any government 
that rebels against God. The beast exercis-
es that authority to wage war against the 
people of God (13:7) and to commit great 
evil. Revelation 16 describes the gathering 
of demons inciting the nations to fight one 
last, bloody battle, which is only cut short 
by an act of God. Revelation 18 describes 
the end of the beast, and Revelation 19 de-
scribes the glory of Jesus as the head of an 
angel army. Revelation 20 describes the fi-
nal defeat of the devil, who is thrown into 
the lake of fire for eternity. Then in Revela-
tion 21-22, a new heaven and a new earth 
are given to the people of God. There will 
be a final battle between the demons and 
the angels, followed by the new creation.

Then I saw “a new heaven 
and a new earth,” for the first 
heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no 
longer any sea. I saw the Holy 
City, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband.

— REVELATION 21:1-2

Doorway over the cave on Patmos  
where John penned Revelation
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WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN?
Though we know that Jesus is going to win the spiritual war in which we serve, we must 

first go through dangerous times. We must first face opposition. We must deal with deceit 
and false teaching. We must watch some of our own family apostatize, leaving the faith for 
the love of the world. We must live through persecution, betrayal, and suffering. We may 
see the collapse of nations, wars, pestilence, and famine. These constitute the final efforts of 
the evil one to stave off his destruction. But, tough as they may be on us, Satan’s efforts will 
not work. God is going to win. Goodness will reclaim its creation. Jesus is already preparing 
His white horse, and already on His thigh He has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS (Revelation 19:16).

So, what should we do as we engage in this battle for Christ against the dark forces of the 
spiritual realms? Obviously, there are lots of things—everything the Bible teaches. But let 
me point out a few that are particularly urgent:

1. Open your eyes to see the spiritual world around you. Paul reminds us the im-
portance of looking to the spiritual surrounding us: “So we fix our eyes not on what 
is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen 
is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). We must learn not to think merely in materialistic 
terms. We must understand that, behind every phenomenon we experience in our 
physical world, there is a corresponding spiritual reality. We must look for it and 
learn to see it, so we can deal both with physical problems and with spiritual causes 
and abuses.

2. Watch and pray. In Luke’s account of Jesus’ apocalyptic discourse (Luke 21), Je-
sus ends the speech by teaching the disciples to watch and pray. “Be always on the 
watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that 
you may be able to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36). To watch is to be alert. 
It means to look out on the horizon and to be honest about what’s coming. Watch-
fulness prevents one from drifting into sin, for it sees sin coming and stops it dead in 
its tracks. Praying opens us up to the language of the spirits. In prayer we engage God 
Himself, perhaps stirring angels and exercising the indwelling Holy Spirit. In prayer 
we also scare off demons and cripple the devil. Prayer brings the power of God into 
our lives and clears the room of the devil. 

3. Put on the full armor of God. Ephesians 6:10-19 reminds us that our battle is spir-
itual in nature. Culture wars matter, and politics are of life-and-death importance. 
But even more important than culture and politics are the souls of people. You can 
sponsor protests, write angry Facebook posts, host “get out and vote” campaigns, 
and the like, but these are not your primary weapons. Your primary weapons are 
spiritual in nature: truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, and the Word of God. 
The early church flipped the Mediterranean world—not by trying to get their candi-
date elected, but by converting millions of people to Jesus. At some point, the world 
just woke up a better place because the Gospel had changed so many hearts. The 
armor of God will help us make real changes—changing the souls of humans with 
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the Gospel. Downstream from this, culture and politics will necessarily change, and 
change from the heart.

4. Go on the offense by making disciples. It is important to remember that our oppo-
nents are not our enemies. Rather, they are ensnared by our enemy—the devil. Our 
job is not to attack non-believers for not believing. Our job is to set them free from 
bondage by making disciples of them. In Matthew 4:8, the devil showed Jesus all the 
nations of the world and declared that they were his (the devil’s). In Matthew 28:19-
20, Jesus told the disciples to go make disciples of all these nations. We are in a fight 
for the heart and soul of the world. Go on the offense: make disciples of others. With 
each baptism, the devil is pushed farther from his goal. With each baptism, we are 
closer to a win.

5. Stand firm. Repeatedly, our apocalyptic texts remind us that when times get tough, 
those who stand firm will win a crown of victory. “The one who stands firm to the end 
will be saved,” Jesus says (Matthew 24:13). “Hold on to what you have, so that no one 
will take your crown. The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of 
my God. Never again will they leave it,” He says in Revelation (3:11-12). “Stand firm 
and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you,” Paul says, “whether by word of 
mouth or by letter” (2 Thessalonians 2:15-17). To stand firm, resolve that, no matter 
what comes your way, you will stand on your confession that Jesus is the Son of God, 
on your professed faith in Him, and on your baptism, and that you won’t back down.

For those who haven’t thought a lot about spiritual warfare, it can be unsettling. Spir-
itual dimensions? Demons everywhere? People claiming to have had dreams? Satan and 
Armageddon? A dragon and a beast? 

But do not let your heart be troubled. The spiritual war has been raging since Cain killed 
Abel, even if you didn’t know it. There is nothing new here. It is as old as the snake in Eden, 
as old as the great dragon himself.

But the victory is as certain as the Lord God almighty. He is going to win, and you are 
going to pass through those wonderful gates that my friend, Robin, entered twice. One sec-
ond there, and you’ll forget every battle scar you picked up here. Pure ecstasy. Sheer joy. The 
creation as it was meant to be.

Live by this hope, and you, too, will mount up with wings like eagles. You, too, will run 
and not grow weary. Wait upon the Lord, for the battle is His.
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WEEK 1  Re-enchanting the Universe  
2 Kings 6:15-18 
by Joe Roberts — September 25, 2022

WEEK 2  Signs, Wonders, and Powers  
Psalm 77:10-20 
by Ramona Taylor — October 2, 2022

WEEK 3  Angels, Cherubs, and the Heavenly Hosts  
Isaiah 6:1-7 
by Ramona Taylor — October 9, 2022

WEEK 4  Who Is Satan and What Does He Do? 
Ezekiel 28:11-19  
by Michael Strickland — October 16, 2022

WEEK 5  A Legion of Demons 
Mark 5:1-20  
by David Hunzicker — October 23, 2022

WEEK 6  Dreams, Visions, and Discernment 
Acts 2:14-21; 38-39 
by Russell Rigsby — October 30, 2022

WEEK 7  The Dragon, the Beast, and Armageddon  
Revelation 12:9-13:1  
by Joe Roberts — November 6, 2022

LIFE LESSONS
Small  Group  
Discussion Guides
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DISCUSSION GUIDE
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022

Dive In
Go around and let everyone answer...

➢ If the way to overcome evil is to do good (Romans 12:21) then who 
is the source and power of this good to help us? 

Dig Deep 
Read Scripture: 2 Kings 6:15-18

15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the 
next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. 
“Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” the servant asked. 16 “Don’t be 
afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than 
those who are with them.” 17 And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, LORD, so 
that he may see.” Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he 
looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.
18 As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, 
“Strike this army with blindness.” So, he struck them with blindness, as 
Elisha had asked.

1. How have we been trained not to see the spirit world at work 
around us?

2. Why was the King of Israel so well prepared for conflict (vs. 8-10)?

3. What seems so unusual for us today in the King’s response to his 
query about a spy being among his officers (vs. 11-13)? Note in 
verse 13 that the King assumed the officer’s response (vs. 12) was 
reasonable. How do you think most leaders would respond?

4. What did Elisha see that his servant and the army surrounding him,
and the city did not see? How do you think the servant responded 
once Elisha asked the Lord to open his eyes?

5. How does Elisha stop the bands from Aram from raiding Israel’s 
territory? Recall Romans 12:21

Do Big
➢ In what ways would prayer and fasting open our hearts and minds 

to the spiritual world? 

LEADERS

Read Text
2 Kings 6:8-23

Key Thoughts
The primary way the spiritual 
connects with us is with the 
mind. Read the following: 
Romans 12:2

1 Corinthians 2:12-16

2 Timothy 1:7

Challenge
• Stop denying the 

spiritual
• Prayer and fasting are 

windows into the 
spiritual world.

• Expect the spiritual.

Weekly Memory Verse
“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet 

answered. “Those who are with 
us are more than those who are 
with them.”     2 Kings 6:16
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DISCUSSION GUIDE
OCTOBER 2, 2022

Dive In
Go around and let everyone answer...

Asaph wrote in Psalm 77:7-9 “Will the Lord reject forever?  Will he never show his 
favor again?  Has his unfailing love vanished forever?  Has his promise failed for all 
time?  Has God forgotten to be merciful?  Has he in ager withheld his compassion?”  
What event or circumstances have caused you to have some doubt 
about God, Christ, your faith, your church, etc.? 

Dig Deep 
Read Scripture: Psalm 77: 10-20

10 Then I thought, “To this I will appeal: the years when the Most High stretched out 
his right hand. 11 I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your 
miracles of long ago. 12 I will consider all your works and meditate on all your mighty 
deeds.” 13 Your ways, God, are holy. What god is as great as our God? 14 You are the 
God who performs miracles; you display your power among the peoples. 15 With your 
mighty arm you redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. 16 The 
waters saw you, God, the waters saw you and writhed; the very depths were
convulsed. 17 The clouds poured down water, the heavens resounded with thunder; 
your arrows flashed back and forth. 18 Your thunder was heard in the whirlwind, your 
lightning lit up the world; the earth trembled and quaked. 19 Your path led through 
the sea, your way through the mighty waters, though your footprints were not seen. 
20 You led your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

1. In verses 1-9 of this psalm, Asaph is struggling and maybe even doubting 
his faith in God.  The 2nd half of the psalm, however, shows how Asaph 
found comfort.  How does this provide an example for us to follow?

2. Imagine living in 1st Century Jerusalem and witnessing Jesus’ crucifixion.  
What kinds of thoughts, emotions, and doubts would you have 
experienced?  

3. Now imagine how your emotions would change if you then saw Jesus 
after he arose from the grave?   How does this shift our characterization 
of this event that forever changes our relationship with the Lord?

4. What are some “miracles of long ago” that Asaph might be recalling?

Do Big
1. Encourage each other to look for and identify the signs, wonders, and 

powers of God.  Comfort someone who is feeling despair with your 
testimony.

2. How do you keep your relationship with God fresh so that you can see 
his miracles?

3. When facing unanswered prayers, you have a choice to turn away from 
God, OR reaffirm your faith by remembering and trusting in the signs, 
wonders, & powers of Jesus despite what you are feeling.

LEADERS

Read Psalm 77: 1-20 
Background:
David Hume, the Scottish 
philosopher, believed that 
miracles do not happen 
anymore.  He defined a miracle 
as when God works contrary to 
the laws of nature.  The Church 
took up Hume’s definition and 
some became “Cessationist” 
who say God has ceased doing 
miracles.

Key Thoughts
The Bible defines a miracle as 
anytime you see Signs, 
Wonders, & Powers and makes 
no distinction whether such is 
contrary to the laws of nature 
or not.

Challenge
See if you can identify at least 1 
sign, wonder, or power every 
day this week.  Write them 
down to share with your group.

Weekly Memory Verse
“11 I will remember the deeds 

of the Lord; yes, I will 
remember your miracles of long 
ago. 12 I will consider all your 
works and meditate on all your 
mighty deeds.”
                    Psalm 77:11-12
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DISCUSSION GUIDE
OCTOBER 9, 2022

Dive In
Go around and let everyone answer...

What is your favorite movie or TV portrayal of an angel?

Dig Deep 
Read Scripture: Isaiah 6: 1-7

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 
throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were 
seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to 
one another:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;
    the whole earth is full of his glory.”
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple 
was filled with smoke. 5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD Almighty.” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in 
his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7With it he touched my 
mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your 
sin atoned for.”

1. Describe what stands out to you most about Isaiah’s vision.
2. Do you think there is any significance to the Lord’s robe having a train so 

long that it filled the temple?
3. Why do you think the seraphim were covering their faces & feet?
4. Why do you think everything was shaking and smoky in verse 4?
5. Describe a “live coal” and why the seraphy touched Isaiah’s lips with it.

Do Big
1. Read Ezekiel 1:1-15 about cherubim and compare to the seraphim 

described by Isaiah. What are the differences & similarities?
2. Read Numbers 22:21-35 about Balaam’s conversation with his donkey. 

Why do you think the donkey could see the angel of the Lord when 
Balaam couldn’t?

3. Read Joshua 5:13-15 and meet the commander of the Lord’s army. Do 
you think the commander is an angel? Why or why not?

4. If the angel of the Lord came and told you that the Lord is with you, 
would you have some doubts and make him prove it like Gideon did in
Judges 6:11-27?

LEADERS

Background:
Angels are spiritual messengers sent 
from God. Scripture appears to 
describe different kinds of angels 
(seraphim, cherubim) and a hierarchy 
of angels with the highest office of 
archangel. Archangel Michael (Daniel 
10:13) is called the guardian of Israel 
in Daniel 12:1. Second Samuel 14: 17-
20 says angels have wisdom and 
discernment, so they are intelligent 
beings. They also appear to have great 
power and strength.

Key Thoughts
The purpose of angels? “Are not all 
angels ministering spirits sent to serve 
those who will inherit salvation?” 
(Hebrews 1:14) 

Challenge
We are most familiar with the spatial 
dimensions of our current lives on 
earth (length, width, depth, & time). 
But we read in the Bible about the 
existence of a spiritual dimension we 
can’t see or measure. How can we 
expand our thinking since we are now 
in God’s Kingdom & will someday 
leave this earth? “Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the 
earth. For you died and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.” (Col. 3:2-3)

Weekly Memory Verse
“Praise the LORD, you his angels, you 
mighty ones who do his bidding, who 
obey his word. Praise the LORD, all his 
heavenly hosts, you his servants who 
do his will. Praise the LORD, all his 
works everywhere in his dominion.
Psalm 103:20-22
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DISCUSSION GUIDE
OCTOBER 16, 2022

Dive In
Go around and let everyone answer...

➢ Does the presence of evil in the world mean that we must believe 
in the existence of the devil?

Dig Deep 
Read Scripture: Ezekiel 28:11-19

11 The word of the LORD came to me: 12 “Son of man, take up a lament concerning 
the king of Tyre and say to him: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says:
“‘You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
13 You were in Eden, the garden of God;
every precious stone adorned you: carnelian, chrysolite and emerald, topaz, onyx 
and jasper, lapis lazuli, turquoise and beryl.
Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created 
they were prepared.
14 You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you.
You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.
15 You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created
    till wickedness was found in you.
16 Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence,
    and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God,
    and I expelled you, guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.
17 Your heart became proud on account of your beauty,
and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor.
So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings.
18 By your many sins and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries.
So I made a fire come out from you, and it consumed you,
and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were watching.
19 All the nations who knew you are appalled at you;
you have come to a horrible end and will be no more.’”

1. In the above passage, in what ways does Ezekiel seem to be 
describing someone other than the King of Tyre?

2. What does this passage imply about the devil’s position before he 
was cast down by God?

3. What does this passage say about Satan’s dominion?
4. How can we balance a healthy acknowledgement of the devil 

without living in fear of him?

Do Big
➢ In what ways can we be freed this week to love people with whom 

we disagree because they are not our enemies? 

LEADERS

Read Text
Ezekiel 28:11-19

Key Thoughts
The primary way Satan works is 
through deceit. Read the 
following: 
John 8:44
2 Corinthians 11:3
1 John 4:4

Challenge
• Acknowledge that our 

enemy is the devil and 
not other people

• Look for ways that Satan 
lies to us by 
contradicting Scripture

• Rejoice that the one 
who is in us is greater 
than the one who is in 
the world!

Weekly Memory Verse
Your heart became proud on 
account of your beauty, and 
you corrupted your wisdom 
because of your splendor. So I 
threw you to the earth; I made 
a spectacle of you before kings.
Ezekiel 28:17
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DISCUSSION GUIDE
OCTOBER 23, 2022

Dive In
Go around and let everyone answer...

Did you grow up hearing about angels and demons? If so, what were you 
taught about demons?

Dig Deep 
Read Scripture: Mark 5:1-20

9 Then Jesus demanded, “What is your name?”

And he replied, “My name is Legion, because there are many of us 
inside this man.” 10 Then the evil spirits begged him again and again 
not to send them to some distant place.

• This story includes a bit of humor: Unclean spirits kill a large group of 
unclean animals! Jewish believers get a good laugh when reading this 
one! Can you feel the joyous triumph in this story? What other feelings 
surface as you read this story?

• From Mark’s brief introduction to the Garasene man, what have the 
demons done to this man’s life? What have they taken from him? (Can 
anyone relate?)

• What facts can we learn about demons from this story? (Try to list 5 or 
more). How does this information help us in our battle against them?

• The Garasene man was “dressed and in his right mind” after Jesus 
expelled the demons. What does this reveal about the work of Jesus?

• The previous chapter includes the story of how Jesus calmed the sea of 
Galilee. What are the similarities between the Garasene man and the 
storm? What is similar about how the townspeople react in chapter 5 
and how the disciples react to Jesus calming the storm in chapter 4?
What is Mark teaching us about Jesus by putting these stories together?

Do Big
• Do you know anyone (or a group of people) who has been dehumanized 

and ostracized from relationships? What can you do to restore their 
dignity and ensure this person or group is brought back into a loving 
community?

• Where are demons creating chaos in your life? What does it look like to 
choose the path of peace?

LEADERS

Read Text: Mark 5:1-20
Background:
Demons are up to evil. Demons distort 
that which is good. This is clearly 
evident in Mark 5 when we meet a 
man possessed by demons. These 
demons (fallen angels) are deceitful 
beings, who disturb peace and 
harmony in creation.

Key Thoughts
We do not blame God for evil. God 
created demons not as demons but as 
angels. These fallen angels rebelled 
against God and chose the path of evil 
in league with the adversary, Satan. 
(Rev 12:9). You also have a choice 
before you between obedience to God 
(goodness) and rebellion to God (evil).

Challenge
November 6 is just around the corner! 

November 6 is Power Up Sunday 
where North Boulevard will host 
abbreviated services before sending 
small groups to pray around the 
county. Make sure to share all the 
details with your group, including 
where they will be meeting to pray!
Visit northboulevard.com/events for 
more info!

Weekly Memory Verse
A crowd soon gathered around Jesus, 
and they saw the man who had been 
possessed by the legion of demons. 
He was sitting there fully clothed and 
perfectly sane, and they were all 
afraid. Mark 5:15
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DISCUSSION GUIDE
OCTOBER 30, 2022

Dive In
Go around and let everyone answer...

What is something that you either: 
1) Thought was from God, and you didn’t act on it, or 

2) You didn’t think was from God that you later realized it may have been?

Dig Deep 
Read Scripture: James 1:5–6

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must 
believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown 
and tossed by the wind.

• Is it surprising that you can ask God for wisdom and know that He will give it to 
you? Why or why not?

• What is the condition for receiving wisdom from God?

Read Scripture: Proverbs 12:15
15The way of fools seems right to them,

but the wise listen to advice.
• Why is it valuable to counsel with people whom are more spiritually mature 

than you when learning to discern God’s voice?
• Do you think there will be a time when you “out-grow” this step of asking for 

counsel? Why or why not?

Read Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:16–17
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and 
training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.

• Find the ways that Scripture is described in this passage. What is the importance 
of each of these descriptions for us?

• How has God’s word equipped you for the ministry God has for you to do?

Do Big
• What is going on in your life for which you need wisdom right now? Pause and 

pray individually and as a group for wisdom. 

• What is keeping you back from asking a more mature believer for help / advice / 
counsel? Be sure you know who it is you would approach, and you have their 
contact information. 

• If the Bible is as important to our lives as we say it is, what will you do to 
increase your intake of God’s Word this week?

LEADERS

Read Texts: James 1:5–6,
Proverbs 12:15, 2 Timothy 
3:16–17
Background
You receive an overload of information
daily. Just as the Holy Spirit guides you 
in the paths of righteousness, Satan and 
his demons are feeding you information 
to persuade you to act in 
unrighteousness. 

Key Thoughts
How to discern that which is from God:

• Ensure it agrees with Scripture
• Counsel wise Christians for 

affirmation
• Ensure that it doesn’t just please 

yourself,
• Be sure that it glorifies God
• Do an impact study on the decision.

Challenge
November 6 is just around the corner! 
November 6 is Power Up Sunday where 
North Boulevard will host abbreviated 
services before sending small groups to 
pray around the county. Make sure to 
share all the details with your group, 
including where they will be meeting to 
pray! Visit northboulevard.com/events 
for more info!

Weekly Memory Verse
Philippians 1:9–11
9And this is my prayer: that your 
love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so 
that you may be able to discern what is 
best and may be pure and blameless for 
the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ—to the glory and praise of God.
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DISCUSSION GUIDE
NOVEMBER 6, 2022

Dive In
Go around and let everyone answer...

In any kind of sport, contest, or battle you may feel overwhelmed and 
outmatched. What can give you confidence to be victorious in any of 
these situations in life?

Dig Deep 
Read Revelation 12:7-11, 17
“7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong 
enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled 
down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole 
world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 10 Then I 
heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of 
our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God, day, and night, has 
been hurled down. 11 They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by 
the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink 
from death.”
“17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war 
against the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold fast 
their testimony about Jesus.”

• Who is Michael (Daniel 12:1; Jude 9) and what is this battle about
(vs.7)?

• “That ancient serpent” (vs 9) expression draws us back to the 
beginning of God’s redemptive story in Genesis 3:15. How is 
Genesis 3:15 fulfilled in the Revelation 12 narrative?

• What is the significance of the Devil, “the accuser” being cast out 
of heaven (vs 10)?

• How did Michael and his angels triumph over Satan and his angels
(vs11)?

• Why was the dragon so angry; who is he going to do battle with 
next (vs.17)?

Do Big
• When has Satan seemed very real to you?

• Even though the war has been won by Jesus, we still face battles 
against the evil one. How do we overcome Satan’s lies and 
temptations (Revelation 12:11; Romans 12:21; James 4:4-10;          
1 Peter 5:6-11)?

LEADERS

Read Texts: Revelation 12; 
Job 1 & 2
Background
In many ways Revelation 12, in
part, gives the great salvation story 
of the Bible. It looks at the past 
alluding to Genesis 3:15, addresses 
the present story of the church’s 
challenging journey of living 
salvation and the points to the 
future assured victory we have in
Christ.

Key Thoughts
God has accomplished a 
salvation that is certain so…

• Remember our enemy is 
defeated (Rev. 12:7-9).

• Remember our salvation is 
a settled reality (Rev. 
12:10).

• Remember our victory is 
through the blood of the 
Lamb and the gospel (Rev. 
12:11-12).

• Remember God is a 
rescuer of those who are 
His (Rev. 12:14-17).

.

Weekly Memory Verse
“He who was seated on the 
throne said, ‘I am making 
everything new!’ Then He said, 
‘Write this down, for these words 
are trustworthy and true’” 
Revelation 21:5


